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il A Client Alert

September 27, 2012

Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals (DOHA) Highlights the Need for
Thorough and Effective Preparation of Clearance Applications

In the past few years, the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals ("DOHA") has experienced a significant uptick in the
number of clearance applications referred from DISCO. This can primarily be attributed to the economic climate, which has
led to an increase in the number of applications presenting finance-related issues. While the number of Statements of
Reasons DOHA issues per year has remained relatively constant--approximately 2,000 per year--the number of referrals to
DOHA has increased from 7,000 in 2009, to 10,000 in 2010, to more than 14,000 in 2011. As a result, applicants should do
everything possible to provide mitigating evidence as soon as it is available in order to assist DOHA.

In order to avoid delays in appropriate cases, it is important to identify and address all potential security concerns proactively
and comprehensively in the SF 86. It may also be beneficial to supplement the SF 86 with additional mitigating documentation
to aid DISCO and DOHA in their evaluation. Led by experienced counsel and assisted by consultants formerly employed

with DOHA, DSS, and DISCO, Armstrong Teasdale's Security Clearance Team works to assist your company and key
employees in preparing, reviewing, and processing clearance applications in order to avoid costly delays and unnecessary
DOHA referrals for your employees. In the end, this will save time and resources for your company and individuals as well as
valuable government resources.

If you have any questions, please contact:

Brian Kaveney / 314.621.5070
bkaveney@armstrongteasdale.com

This alert is offered as a service to clients and friends of Armstrong Teasdale LLP and is intended as an informal summary of certain recent legislation, cases,
rulings and other developments. This alert does not constitute legal advice or a legal opinion and is not an adequate substitute for the advice of counsel.

ADVERTISING MATERIAL: COMMERCIAL SOLICITATIONS ARE PERMITTED BY THE MISSOURI RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
BUT ARE NEITHER SUBMITTED TO NOR APPROVED BY THE MISSOURI BAR OR THE SUPREME COURT OF MISSOURI.
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