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Health care providers, among others, have an opportunity to provide
recommendations to the government regarding the kinds of government
information they believe should be more readily available. The comments
must be received by June 19, 2009.

The Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP), a component of the
Executive Office of the President, published a notice in the May 21,

2009 Federal Register  seeking public participation in the development of
recommendations for federal agencies to further the Administration's goals of
transparency, participation and collaboration. One of the issues OSTP is
specifically seeking comments on is "what government information should be
more readily available on-line or more easily searched?"

Healthcare providers might consider urging the government to provide on-line
access, through the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
website, to CMS letters to members of Congress and congressional staff, and
to professional associations, insofar as the correspondence addresses issues
of CMS policy and interpretation. In addition, CMS sometimes uses a Joint
Signature Memorandum (JSM), signed by multiple components of CMS, to
instruct intermediaries and Medicare contractors on various changes in policy
or to issue implementing instructions. The JSMs are not always made
available to the public. It would be valuable to the provider community to have
this information readily available on the CMS website.

Ober|Kaler's Comments:Comments must be received by June 19, 2009.
They may be sent by mail to Office of Science and Technology Policy, Attn:
Open Government Recommendations, 725 17th St. N.W., Washington D.C.
20502; through whitehouse.gov/open ; or by email to
opengov@ostp.gov
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