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Introverts: This One is for You
By Cordell Parvin on September 24th, 2012

| see a lawyer about once a year. | don’t want to use his real name, so | will call him Sam. We
spend only a few minutes together. But, in that short time, | learn from Sam all the wonderful things
he has accomplished since the last time | saw him. He loves to talk about himself. In our short time

together, he never asks what is going on in my life.

| thought of Sam recently when | read: 4 Ways To Make A Great First Impression. Jeff Haden tells

the story of meeting a guy just like Sam at a bicycling event. When you read the story, you will think

of a lawyer just like Sam and just like the CEO bicyclist.

As you will see, the CEO was saying that while he may not be the greatest bicyclist, in the real
world, “he is the man.” | have met many extroverts like Sam and the CEO. | have never met one
introvert who feels the need to talk about themselves. Instead, as Jeff Haden suggests, introverts

ask great questions and listen.

So, this one is for those of you who think you are too introverted to do well at networking events.
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Cordell M. Parvin built a national construction practice during his 35 years practicing law. At Jenkens & Gilchrist, Mr. Parvin was
the Construction Law Practice Group Leader and was also responsible for the firm’s attorney development practice. While there he
taught client development and created a coaching program for junior partners. In 2005, Mr. Parvin left the firm and started Cordell
Parvin LLC. He now works with lawyers and law firms on career development and planning and client development. He is the
co-author of Say Ciao to Chow Mein: Conquering Career Burnout and other books for lawyers. To learn more visit his Web site,

www.cordellparvin.com or contact him at cparvin@cordellparvin.com.
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