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Child Support; What you Owe

Mississippi Code section § 43-19-101 specifically details the Child support award guidelines.
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Basically you take your grossincome for the year and subtract state and federal taxes, and man:
deductions. Thisleavesyou with your adjusted grossincome. Divide thisamount by 12. This ec
monthly adjusted grossincome. Multiply this number by the appropriate percentage and that i
child support you owe. For example. Let’s say that you make $3,250 per month, gross. First, dec
federal taxes, Social Security and Medicare. (State $125, Federal $200, Soc Sec. $180, Medicare
in deductions.) $3,250.00 — 552.00= $2,698.00. Multiply thisby 14%. $2,698.00x .14= $37
monthly obligation is $380 in child support.

Below is the paraphrased statute and includes more detailed information for child support calculat
The amount of “adjusted gross income” as that term is used in subsection (1) of this section shal
follows:

1) Determine gross income.

What is counted towards “gross income” income for child support purposes?

= wagesand salary income;

= income from self employ ment;

= income from commissions;

= income from investments, including dividends, interest income and income on any trust acc

= absent parent’s portion of any joint income of both parents;

= workers’ compensation, disability, unemployment, annuity and retirement benefits, includi
retirement account (IRA);

= any other payments made by any person, private entity, federal or state government or any
government;

= alimony;

= any income earned from an interest in or from inherited property;

= any other form of earned income; and

bow tielaw yer.w ordpress.conv2012/09/20/child-support-w hat-you-ow e/ 1/3


http://bowtielawyer.wordpress.com/
http://bowtielawyer.wordpress.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=250&action=edit

= (Not tobe Counted) However, gross income shall exclude any monetary benefits derived fron

household, such asincome of the absent parent’s current spouse;

2) Subtract the following legally mandated deductions:

= Federal, state and local taxes;

= Social security contributions;

= Retirement and disability contributions (except any voluntary retirement and disability cor
most are voluntary *);

= Ifthe absent parent is subject to an existing court order for another child or children, subtrac
that court-ordered support;

= Ifthe absent parent is also the parent of another child or other children residing with him, t}

subtract an amount that it deems appropriate to account for the needs of said child or childre

3) Compute the total annual amount of adjusted gross income based on the above,

4) Divide this amount by twelve (12) to obtain the monthly amount of adjusted gross in

5) Multiply the monthly amount of adjusted gross income by the appropriate percenta

**The statute applies in cases in which the adjusted grossincome as defined in this section is more
Thousand Dollars ($ 50,000.00) or less than Five Thousand Dollars ($ 5,000.00), the court shall r

finding in the record as to whether or not the application of the guidelines established in this sectic

What elseisincluded over and above child support?

6) All ordersinvolving support of minor children, asa matter of law, shall include reasonable mec
Notice tothe obligated parent’s employer that medical support has been ordered shall be on a form
the Department of Human Services. In any case in which the support of any child isinvolved, the

the following findings either on the record or in the judgment:

(a) The availability toall parties of health insurance coverage for the child(ren);

(b) The cost of health insurance coverage to all parties.

The court shall then make appropriate provisions in the judgment for the provision of health insus
the child(ren) in the manner that isin the best interests of the child(ren). If the court requires the
toobtain the coverage then its cost shall be taken into account in establishing the child support aw
determines that health insurance coverage is not available to any party or that it is not available
a cost that isreasonable as compared tothe income of the parties, then the court shall make specifi
such either on the record or in the judgment. In that event, the court shall make appropriate prov

judgment for the payment of medical expenses of the child(ren) in the absence of health insurance
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