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Rainmaker: The Real Benefit is What You Have Become to Get There
By Cordell Parvin on March 27th, 2013

Years ago | read Todd Duncan’s book: High Trust Selling. | found the book very helpful and

recommend it.

In the book he talks about it being easy to be average. It is much
easier to stand still than climb. The same is true for lawyers. Then he

writes:

Reaching the summit of success in the sales profession is not so
much what you receive from climbing as it is what you become by

climbing.

In my old law firm we had “The Blue Book.” It was a list of all the

shareholders starting with the highest compensated and ending with
the lowest compensated. Every year | was listed on the first page of “The Blue Book” and every

year | was well compensated, received a bonus and a fancy, expensive pen.

Looking back now, | can say | purposely never reached the summit of success. | preferred to keep
climbing. Believe me, | was happy with what | received, but the real joy was the climb itself. The real
joy was striving to understand the construction industry, identifying issues that might impact my

clients, and building long lasting relationships. | loved it.

Are you climbing? Have you defined what the summit will be for you?
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Cordell M. Parvin built a national construction practice during his 35 years practicing law. At Jenkens & Gilchrist, Mr. Parvin was
the Construction Law Practice Group Leader and was also responsible for the firm’s attorney development practice. While there he
taught client development and created a coaching program for junior partners. In 2005, Mr. Parvin left the firm and started Cordell
Parvin LLC. He now works with lawyers and law firms on career development and planning and client development. He is the
co-author of Say Ciao to Chow Mein: Conquering Career Burnout and other books for lawyers. To learn more visit his Web site,

www.cordellparvin.com or contact him at cparvin@cordellparvin.com.
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