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The Florida Highway Patrol recently released its own report regarding the cause of the horrific I-
75 chain reaction accident that killed 11 and injured 46. The report downplays the actions of the
FHP and places much of the blame on the accident victims.

The report, prepared by the FHP and the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles,
concludes that the drivers involved were responsible for their actions by continuing to drive on
the smoky roadway. “Despite the presence of Fog/Smoke warning signs, some drivers did not
take proper precautions and slow their speeds to prepare for reduced visibility,” the report states.

The report also finds that officers acted reasonably when they decided to reopen the highway.
“The FHP’s review of the events of January 29, 2012, found its members acted reasonably,” the
report states. “The rapidly changing conditions that morning in such a localized area could not be
predicted with any degree of reliability.”

The conclusions of the FHP contrast starkly with the report prepared by the Florida Department
of Law Enforcement, which found the FHP shared some responsibility for the deadly accidents.
It called for the FHP to revamp training, procedures and guidelines for opening or closing roads
and develop better communication channels with the National Weather Service and the Florida
Forest Service.

While the FHP has implemented many of the recommendations, it still maintains that accidents
would have occurred even if the additional safeguards were in place.

As we discussed last week, the state has already received 13 intent to sue notices from those
injured and the families of those killed in the crash. The actions of the FHP and the drivers will
likely be pivotal issues in any personal injury or wrongful death lawsuits that follow.

About Carmen Dellutri:

The Dellutri Law Group, P.A. provides aggressive and innovative representation for the
victims of personal injury, wrongful death, and medical malpractice. Additionally, we
represent the interests of Individual seeking a modification for their mortgages.
Likewise, we represent Debtors in Bankruptcy and victims of Consumer Fraud.



At the Dellutri Law Group, P.A. our entire staff works hard to earn the respect and trust
of our Clients, peers and members of the community. We stress communication with
our Clients, and we rely on their input at all stages of their case. We believe a Client
deserves to be treated with respect, and we treat our Clients with the respect that we
would like to be treated with.

We will always work with our peers toward resolution of a dispute in the most ethical
manner, without jeopardizing our Client’s legal rights.

The Dellutri Law Group, P.A. is also known for its generosity and involvement in
community affairs. Serving our Clients is this firm’s most important responsibility. We
place a high priority on the responsiveness of attorneys and paralegals. Our strategy
also includes the process of assembling the right talent and experience at the right time
— what we call the Team Approach. We have divided the firm into two teams:
Bankruptcy and Litigation.



