
The Federal Government recently f iled an eminent domain proceeding in the District of  Columbia to secure
renewal of  the Government’s lease of  more than 176,000 f eet of  of f ice space in downtown.  The proceedings
arose out of  a dispute between the Government and the of f ice building’s owner over extension of  the existing
lease, which was set to expire in mid-June.  Less than a week af ter the Government f iled the eminent domain
suit, the Government and the owner reached an agreement to extend the lease.

“The government has a very large-gauge weapon here that the average tenant does not,” Roger Marzulla told
the National Law Journal (http://www.law.com/jsp/nlj/PubArticleNLJ.jsp?
id=1202609569077&slreturn=20130708142811) f or an article covering the case.  “The government can simply
say, ‘Fine, if  you won’t accept our terms, we’ll just condemn it.’”  In the past decade, the Government has
condemned property in Washington only twice.  The most recent case, f iled in March 2013, was to obtain land
f or a road to a U.S. Department of  Homeland Security f acility.  A condemnation to obtain an of f ice building is
rare, and in this case, Roger Marzulla says, an abuse of  the condemnation process:  “I understand f rom the
agency’s perspective:  I need it, here’s an easy route to get it.  The job of  the Justice Department . . . is to say,
‘No, this is not an appropriate place f or you to be exercising eminent domain.’”

The inf ormation and materials on this web site are provided f or general inf ormational purposes only and are
not intended to be legal advice. The law changes f requently and varies f rom jurisdiction to jurisdiction. Being
general in nature, the inf ormation and materials provided may not apply to any specif ic f actual or legal set of
circumstances or both.

http://www.law.com/jsp/nlj/PubArticleNLJ.jsp?id=1202609569077&slreturn=20130708142811

