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Residency Compliance Office
Montgomery County Public Schools
850 Hungerford Drive, Room 200
Rockville, Marvland 20850
(301) 315-7324

September 4, 2007

Mrs. Boonyawee Johnson
10949 Deborah Drive
Potomac, MD 20854

Dear Mrs, Johnson:

Re: Jeff-Sulkkasem

The Residency Compliance Office has denied your request for a tuition waiver for the following
reason(s):

- Parents are currently residing in Thailand

- Student is here for school purposes

- Documents submitted documents do not justify a tuition wavier

If you wish to appeal this decision, you may <o so within 10 days by submitting your request
along with new documents to this office. If you wish to appeal at a higher level, you may do so
by calling 301-279-3997 to schedule a hearing, or by writing to:

Mr. Larry Bowers
Chief Operating Officer
850 Hungerford Drive
Rockville, MD 20850

Please do not hesitate to call our office if we can be of firther assistance

Sincerely,

(BT et

Anita S. Mostow, Ed.D.
Residency Compliance Office
ASM:swp
Copy to:
Financial
Registrar
File
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

In the Matter of
}I Lok kKasem

(Name of minor or alleged disabled person)

CaseNo.é)?&a/ ”‘FZ-.

ORDER APPOINTING GUARDIAN OF THE PERSON OF A MINOR

Upon consideration of the Petition for Appointment of a Guardian of the Perscn of

AQ‘F! SO k KC\SQH’\ , a Minor Child, and having conducted a hearing and determined

that neither parent of the minor is serving as guardian and no testamentary appointment
of a guardian of the person of the minor has been made, and finding that it is in the minor’s best
interest to appoint a guardian of the person of the munor, it is this _ W I[ day of

LY
M , 2008, by the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland@

1

ORDERED, that pending further Order of Court, KQ th pi‘mc.fnp mnn_\itLL'
whaose address is m&f h(?&“‘u MD A0 and

whose telephone number is 5103“ 247 _71‘[5 q shail be appointed Guardian of the Person o)
TQ{4: S Uk kasem , provided that such appointment shall not be considered a

wajver of any tuition that may be assessed by the Montgomery County Public Schools, and provided
further that such appointment shall not be used to determine any requested school transfer within the
Montgomery County Public School Systern; and it is further,

i ORDERED, that the requirement for 2 guardian’s bond is waived; and it is further,
ORDERED, that the Clerk of the Couit is hereby authorized to furnish two (2) true

test copies of this Order to the petitioner(s).

ENTERED
APR 2.4 2008 Jx,ﬁ = @M A/

Clerk of the Gircuit Court Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland
Montgomery County, Md.
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MCPS ~ MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

www.montgomeryschoolsimed.org MARYLAMD
301-279-3997

April 25, 2008

Ms, Kanya Amornpimonkul

North Bethesda, and 20852

Re: Teff Sukkasem
Dear Ms. Amornpimonkul:

On March 26, 2008, you met with Mrs, Elaine B. Lessenco, hearing officer for tuition waiver

appeals. I have designated to Mrs. Lessenco the responsibility of meeting with parents/guardians
who are appealing tuition waivers. Following the hearing, Mis. Lesg:znco provides me with
information and recommendations. A copy of her report is enciosed.

1 have reviewed Mrs. Lessenco's report, concur with her findings, and adopt her
recommendations. I am denying your request for Jeff to attend North Bethesda Middle School
on 4 tuition-free basis. The Department of Financial Service has been advised of my decision. If
you wish to pay the required fuition, you may contact Mrs, Lessenco at 301-517-5981, and she
will assist you in locating schools that have available space for Jeff. Once the availability of
space has been determined, you will need to contact the Department of Financial Services at 301-
279-3628, and that office willlwork out a payment schedule with you. After the initial payments
are made, you may enroll Jeff %
If you wish to appeal my decjsion, you may do so by writing to Ms. Nancy Navarro, president,
Board of Education, 850 HmJgerford Drive, Rockville, Maryland 20850, within 30 days of the
date of this letter,

Sincerely,

Ay ]

Larry A Bowew
Chief Operating Officer

LAB:sn

Enclosure

Copy to.
Dr. Weast Mrs. Lessenco ~Ms. Akpan
Dr. Lacey Dr. Madstow
Dy Brown Mr. Sumner

f

t

850 Hungerford Drive ¢ Rockville, Maryland 2085C
|

!
|
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| April 23, 2008

MEMORANDUM

To: Mr. Larry A. Bowers, Chief Operating Officer

From: Elamne B. Lessenco, Hearing Officer
/Subject: Tuition Waiver Abpeal: Jeff Sukkasem; DOB: 11/21/94;

North "Bethesda‘Middle School; Grade 7

Facts Regarding the Appeal;

On Wednesday, March 26, 2008, { met with Jeff Sukkasem, Ms. Ziomme Akpan, his attorney, and
Ms. Kanya Amornpimonkul, his guardian petitioner, regarding their appeal of the denial of a tuition
waiver. The Residency Comglliance Office had sent a letter of denial, dated September 4, 2007,
because Jeff’s parents are residents of Thailand. The Residency Compliance Office determined that
the student is here for school purposes; and the documents submitted do not justify a tuition waiver,

At our meeting, Jeff reported that he had come to Montgomery County, Maryland, from Thailand,
in March 2007, in order to go to school here. He reported that his mother could not afford to send
him to school in Thailand. He stated that he has one sister, who is 17 years old, attending schoo! in
Thailand. Jeff further reported that he had spent time visiting Thailand from June until August
2007, and has been a resident ir} this county since that time.

Ms. Akpan reported that Jeff s|parvents are divorced, and that Jeff’s mother has physical custody of
his sister, who spends time with both parents. Jeff’s father is employed; his mother is not and
spends her time caring for her glderly mother, who is not well. Ms. Akpan reported that Jeff was
born in the United States when his parents were living here, and that Jeff attended school in
California from Kindergarten through Grade 4. He attended school in Thailand for Grades 5 and 6,
but did not do well because of language and cultural difficulties.

Ms. Akpan provided a copy of the Petition for the Appointment of & Guardicn of the Person of a
Minor, which has been filed with the Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Maryland. I noted that
guardianship alone would not be snfficient to grant a tuition waiver, since there must be a
documented crisis that would ‘grevent the child from living with his biological parent. Ms. Akpan
stated her belief that a tuition waiver should be granted for Jeff on the basis of the family’s financial
difficulties, and Jeff’s cultural difficulties.

T explained that there was no documentation of the family’s financial situation that would allow
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) to waive tuition. In addition, [ explained that Jeff had
done sufficiently well in school in Thailand for the International Student Admissions Office to
recommend his placement in (rade 7. 1 provided copies of the MCPS Policy JED, Residency,
Tuition, and Enrollment, and Regulation JED-RA, Residency and Tuition, which clarify the school




Mr, Larry A. Bowers
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2 April 23, 2008

system’s position with respect (b titon waivers. Ms. Akpan requested that I defay my report on the
case until documentation of the financial situation could be obtained from Thailand.

Findings and Recommendation

Nearly a month has elapsed sirlee T et with Ms. Akpan, Ms. Amompimonkul, and Jeff, regarding

their tuition waiver appeal. I

am concerned that Jeff has not been in school since he arrived in the

United States in March 2007. However, since no information has been received to document a
crisis that would prevent Jeff from living with his parents in Thailand, I recommend that a tuition

watver be denied in this case.
EBL:sn
Copy to:

Dr. Weast
Dr. Lacey
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Office of the Superintendent of Schaols
MONTF}OMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Rockville, Maryland

August 25, 2008
MEMORANDUM
To: Members of the Board of Education
From: Jerry D. Weast, §
Subject: Board Appeal N ). 2008—14—Jeff Sukkasem

Zionne Akpan, Fsq. is appealing
who was approved as Jeff Sukly
Maryland, on April 21, 2008, %
considered a waiver of tuition.

Mrs, Elaine Lessenco, hearing
March 26,2008, Her report to
recommended denial of a tuition

a waiver of tuition. Mr. Bowers accepted this recomnendation in his letter to Ms. Amompimonkul dated

April 25,2008, In her letter of
forwarded documents from Jeff”

the denial of a tuition waiver on behalf of Ms. Kanya Amompimonkul,
asem’s legal guardian by the Circuit Court of Montgomery County,
wvith the proviso that the appointment of a guardian should not be

officer, met with Ms. Akpan, Ms, Amompimonkul, and Jeff on
Mr. Lary A. Bowers, chief operating officer, dated April 23, 2008,
aiver because there was no documentation of a crisis that would justify

June 12, 2008, Ms. Akpan appealed to the Board of Education and
mother regarding her rationale for requesting a tuition waiver. The

documents forwarded from Thaildnd had been scanned and were so difficult to read that clear copies were

requested, as Ms. Akpan had s

ggested in her letter. Despite several telephone calls and electronic

messages, no clear copies have been received.

With the opening of the new sc
documents forwarded, as best as

hool year, I would like to resolve this case. It is my belief that the
{ can read them, do not docurment a crisis that would prevent Jeff from

living with his mother and attending school in Thailand., Jeff's father’s monthly salary of 4700 baht is

about average in Bangkok, accor
to her financial situation, but also

jing to the Thai National Statistical Office. Jeff’s mother’s letter refers
emphasizes Jeff’s desire to live and study in the United States, where he

is more comfortable with the Iangpage and the culture.

It is my opinion that there is insu
believe that this is a matter of

fficient documentation of a crisis that would warrant a tuition waiver. [
Jeff’s desire to live and to study in the United States. Therefore, [

recommend that the Board of Fducation uphold the decision of the chief operating officer to deny this

appeal.

LAB:etc

Copy to:
Mr. Bowers Dé. Mostow Ms. Bresler
Dr. Lacey Mr. Sumner Mr. Clancy
Dr. Brown Ms. Akpan Ms. King

Mrs. Lessenco

Ms. Amornpimonkul

'

-
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF : BOE APPEAL NO.
JETT SUKKASEM 1 2008-14
DECISION AND ORDER

This matter is an appgal of a denial of a tuition waiver for Jeff Sukkasem. Jeff’s
parents, who are divorced, live in Thailand. [eff was born in the United States at a time
when his parents lived hers and Jeff attended school in California from kindergarten
through Grade 4. Jeff attef?ded school in Thailand for grades 5 and 6. Jeff has since
returned to the United States and is now living with Ms. Kanya Amompimonkul, who
was appointed as his guardian.  Jeff, who i1s now 13 years old, resides with
Ms. Amornpimonkul in Betllesda,

!

The Residency Compliance Office denied the request for a tuition waiver. The
compliance office cited as rcasons for the denial that Jeff”s parents currently reside in
Thailand, that Jeff is in Montgomery County for purposes of attending school, and that
the documents submitted doinotjustify a tuition waiver.

Through an attome}?, the decision of the Residency Compliance Office was
appealed to Mr. Larry A, Ejowers, chief operating officer, acting as the designee of the
superintendent. Mr. Bowers referred the matter to Ms. Elaine B. Lessenco to act as a
hearing officer to prepare and submit a report to him with recommendations. As part of
her review, Ms, Lessencét) met with Jeff, Ms. Zionne Akpan, his attorney, and
Ms. Amornpimonkul.  According to Ms. Lessenco, Jeff stated that he had come to
Montgomery County from fhailané in March of 2007 in order to attend school here. He
stated that his mother could not afford to send him to school in Thailand. His attorney
reported that Jeff’s parents are divorced and that Jeff’s sister resides with Jeff’s mother.
Jeff’s mother is not employed and spends her time caring for her elderly mother. Jeff’s
father is employed in Thailand. The attorney also submitted a petition for appointment of
Ms. Amornpimonkul as ggardian (which was later granted by the Circuit Court of
Montgomery County). The| attorney asserted that a tuition waiver should be granted for
Jeff on the basis of his family’s financial difficulties and Jeff’s cultural difficulties when
he attended school in Thailand.

In her report, Ms. ILessenco stated that she explained that the appointment of
guardianship alone is not sufficient to grant a tuition waiver and that there must be a
documented crisis that would prevent the child from living with his biological parent.
She states she further explained that there was no documentation in this case of a family
financial situation that would warrant a tuition waiver. Jeff’s attorney requested that
Ms, Lessenco’s report be delayed until documentation of the financial situation could be
obtained. In her report, dat]?ed nearly a month after the conference, Ms. Lessenco stated

i
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that she still had not received any documentation of a financial crisis, and recommended
that the tuition waiver be denied. By letter of April 25, 2008, Mr. Bowers informed
Ms. Amornpimonkul that he concurred with Ms. Lessenco’s findings and adopted her
recommendation that the tuition waiver be denied.

By letter dated June 12, 2008, through her attorney, Ms. Amornpimonkul (whose
petition for guardianship hadby this time been granted) appealed the decision of the chief
operating officer to the Board of Education. In that appeal, the attorney reiterated the
basis for the earlier request. She stated that Jeff had been born in California but moved 1o
Thailand with his parents after the third grade. Jeff attended school in Thailand but had
difficulty because of the language and cultural differences. According to the attorney,
Jeff had to repeat the third |grade in Thailand. The attorney stated that Jeff’s parents
divorced and his mother became his primary caretaker. Jeff’s sister also lives with the
mother, as does the maternal grandmother. The attorney represents that the maternal

grandmother has serious health problems that require Jeff’s mother to care for the
grandmother.

The attorney asserts jthat Jeff’s mother has financial problems that prevent her
from taking care of Jeff in light of her other obligations. The attorney attached several
documents that she contends support the argument of financial hardship (the documents

were later resubmitted in a more legible form).

i

In response, the supejrintenéent contends that the documents do not document a

crisis that would prevent Jleff from living with his mother and attending school in

Thailand. The superintendent asserts that Jeff’s father’s salary is about average in

Bangkok, according to the Thai National Statistical Office. The superintendent also notes

that the letter in support of the request for a waiver also emphasizes Jeff’s desire to attend

school in the U.S. The superintendent states his belief that the matter is one of a desire to
live and attend school in theﬁJnited States, and, thus, not suitable for a waiver of tuition.

The matter was considered by the Board of Education in closed session on
Septernber 9, 2008. After consideration of the materials submitted by the parties, the
Board concluded that the matier could be decided without the conduct of an evidentiary
hearing, referral to a hearinég examiner, or oral argument.

The Board finds that the denial of the waiver of tuition in this matter was
appropriate. Under Policy JED, Residency, Tuition, and Enrollment, qualified school-age
individuals who have established bona fide residence in Montgomery County are to be
admitted free to Montgomery County Public Schools. Bona fide residence is defined as
ones “principal residence, maintained in good faith, and does not include a residence

established for convenience or the purpose of free school attendance in the Montgomery
County Public Schools.”

Jeff Sukkasem ; -2~



Policy JED also prov
appointed guardian who has

shall be presumed to be a re

for reasons concerning the ¢
for the convenience of the pe

In this matter, the Bos
guardianship and, conseques

ides that “ . . . a qualified student residing with a court-
an established bona fide residence in Montgomery County
sident student provided that the guardianship was obtained
hild and not for the primary purpose of attending school or
'sons involved.”

rd finds that the evidence in the record establishes that the
itly, the student’s residence in Montgomery County, was

established for the purpose of attending school in the United States, and more

particularly, in Montgomery,
desire to have the student reg
the record does not demonsty
with his court-appointed gua
was in the custody of his ma
and gainful employment in tt

The Board also obsen
the order specifically states {
assessed by MCPS.

For the foregoing re
affirmed.

In a public session
Education voted to affirm thy
in this written decision and

September 22, 2008

County. The record contains numerous references to the
ume and continue his education in this country. Moreover,
ate a financial or other crisis that requires the student to live
dian in Montgomery County. While the student apparently
ther in Thailand, the student’s father appears to have steady
at country.

ves that, although the petition for guardianship was granted,
hat it will not be considered a waiver of tuition that may be

sons, the decision of the chief operating officer is hereby

immediately following the closed session, the Board of

e decision of the chief operating officer for reasons set forth

rder.

Jeff Sukkasem

;}(ﬁummmx»M/

N ?ﬁcy Navax[ro, President

2l o

Stézhc;f Abrams

Chaistopher Bérclay

3
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Patrwk Hoover

{301) 21 719297 Law Offices
mfo@hooverle;w com [

Yeln | ¢ 600 Jefferson Plaza
wwnv. hoovertaw.com . Suite 308

Rockviile, Maryland 20852  Practicing in Maryiand & Washington, D.C. _ Of Counsel: David C. Gardner

November 19, 2008

Judith S. Bresler, Esq.
10715 Charter Drive, Suite 200
Columbia, MD 21044

Re: eff Sukkase 1/21/94
Dear Judith Bresler,

This letter is meant to bring to your attention that we have recently been hired by Jeff
Sukkasem. He is a U.S. Citizen and resident of Montgomery County but was denied public school
entitlement by his high school and the MCPS Board of Education on appeal. I would like to discuss
the facts with you surrounding this fascinating legal case regarding our new young client. We
intend to later supplement this letter with a legal authority memorandum to outline our client’s
position. Please let us know if there are any forms or fees to perfect our appeal for our client’s
denial of public school entitlement.

Sincerely yours,
PATRICK HOOVER LAW OFFICES

Patrick ]. Hoow

PJH/cc
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Patrick Hoover

Fam

(301) 27-9297 Law Offices
Eemall
info@hooverlaw.com
Webi| 1 800 Jefferson Plaza

www.hooverlaw.com | Sujte 208
Rockville, Maryland 20852 Practicing in Maryland & Washington, D.C. _ Gf Counsel: David C. Gardner

November 19, 2008

Nancy S. Grasmick, Ph.D.

Office of State Superintendent

State Department of Education

Nancy S. Grasmick State Education Building
200 West Baltimore Street

Baltimore, MD 21201-2595

Re: leff Sukkasem 11/21/94

Dear Nancy Grasmick,

This letter is meant to bring to your attention that we have recently been hired by Jeff
Sukkasem. He is a U.S. Citizen and resident of Montgomery County but was denied public school
entitiement by his high school and the MCPS Board of Education on appeal. We were recently
retained and are now taking over the case from previous counsel. We will be corresponding with
Montgomery County Public Schools to get a copy of the file proceedings. This letter is to note our
client’s intention to attend public schooling as a Montgomery County resident. We intend to later
supplement this letter with a legal authority memorandum to outline our client’s position. Please
let us know if there are any forms or fees to perfect our appeal for our client’s denial of public
school entitlement.

Sincerely yours,
PATRICK HOOVER LAW OFFICES

Patrick J. Hoov
PJH/cc

CC: Judith S. Bresler
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conres ||| Patrick Hoover

Fax:
(301) 217-9297 Law Offices
E-mail:
info@hoovertaw.com
Web: 800 Jefferson Plaza

www. hooverlaw.com Suite 308

Rockville, Maryland 20852  Practicing in Marylahd & Washington, D.C. ¢ Of Counsel: David C. Gardner

November 21, 2008

James H. DeGraffenreidt, Jr., President
Maryland State Board of Education
State Department of Education

200 West Baltimore Street

Baltimore, MD 21201-2595

Re:  Appeal for client: Jeff Sukkasem 11/21 /94

Dear Mr. DeGraffenreidt:

My office has recently been retained by a young man of 14, living for some time here in
Montgomery County, Jeff Sukkasem. Jeff is a U.S. Citizen and legal resident of Montgomery County,
yet he was denied enrollment in his local public school by MCPS at all levels, including the Board
appeal filed on his behalf through prior counsel. This unbelievable decision was made in spite of
his being a resident in Montgomery County. Our young client has therefore been effectively denied
the free public school education to which he is entitiled, for a period of several months at this
point. ‘

This letter is to inform your office that we are noting our appeal to the State Board of
Education and that we intend to supplement this letter with a following memorandum of legal
authority to outline our client’s position at law and under the facts of the case. We will be also be
corresponding with Montgomery County Public Schools to get a copy of our client’s file
proceedings, something | have been unable to accomplish despite repeated attempts to do so
through prior counsel in the matter.

Please let us know if there are any applicable deadlines, forms or fees to perfect our appeal
from our client’s denial of his public school educational entitlement.

Sincerely yours,
PATRICK HOOVER LAW OFFICES

Patrick J. Hoov

PJH/cc
CC: Judith S. Bresler
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Maryland State Board of Education

200 ST. PAUL PLACE / BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202 / (410} 576-6465

January 12, 2009

Patrick I, Toover, Bsquire
Patrick Hover Law OlfTices
600 Jeflerson Plaza. Suite 308
Rockville, M3 20832

Rer  Jeff Sukkasem v. Montgomery County Board of Education
Dear Mr. Hoover:

[ am writing on behalf of the Maryland State Board of Education in response to your
request for un appeal to the State Board that was received by regular mail on January 5, 2009.

Procedures of the Marviand Swate Board of BEducation require that a written appeal be
forwarded to the Stawe Board of Fducation within 30 days of the local board’s decision and
include the following information: the parties 1o the appeal; a copy of the decision from which an
appeal is being taken il the copy i1s available; and a statement of the facts and issues upon which
the appeal 1s based. A copy of COMAR 13A.01.05.01 which contains all the regulations
concerning appeals to the State Board of Fducation s enclosed.

Your letter of appeal does not contain the required statement of the facts and issues upon
which you basce the appeal. Please provide the additional information by Thursday, January 22,
2009, or 30 days [rom the date ot the local board’s decision, whichever is later.,

I hope this mformation 1s helpful 1o vou,

Sincerely,

Jackic la Fandra

Assistant Attorney General

Marvland State Department of Education
Enclosure

¢ State Board File
Judy Bresler. Fsquire A
GASAN FIAGOW DDA TN APPEAT S RegMorchnimSukhasein. spd

. Affirming Equal Opportunity in Principle and Practice
& "
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sonatzrs || Patrick Hoover

Fax:

(301) 217-9297 Law Offices

E-mail:

info@hooveriaw.com

Web: 600 Jefferson Plaza
www.hooverlaw.com Suite 308

Raockville, Maryland 20852  Practicing in Maryland & Washington, D.C. ¢ Of Counsel: David C. Gardner

January 30, 2009
SENT BY FAX, EMAIL AND REGULAR POST
Dr. Anita S. Mostow
Montgomery County Public Schools
850 Hungerford Drive
Roclevine, MD 20852

Re: My Client: Jeff Sukkasem; Age 14

Dear Dr. Mostow,

| am writing to re-acquaint you with the basic facts of my 14 year old clien‘c, Ieﬂ Sukkasem p and on
his behaH, I once again ask that your office review the file in this case and reconsider ]egfs app]ication to
enroll in his local pu}azic school here in Montgomery County. The basic facts remain the same as those you
may find in the file when originaﬂy investigated by your office, however, at this point, Jeff has been ]iving
con‘cinuously in Montgomery County with no interruption; he has received no support from his parents in
Thailand and he has been not attended any school, puuic or private, in the nearly two years in which he has
been living in our community, since he first sought tuition waiver and enrollment in MCPS. Your file will
also reflect and you may recall that Jeg isa U.S. citizen hving with his guarclian in Montgomery County. |

can provi(}.e affidavits of uninterruptecl and continuous residence in the county, should this be necessary.

Thanlefu].]y Ieﬁ’s guardian is yet providing him with basic shelter and care, but for all intents and
purposes, he has been 1egaﬂy abandoned by his parents who remain in Thailand to my 1znowle(1ge and refuse
to provi&e for the tuition required of your office for this young man. Therefore, the regula’cions asserted in
the original apphcation by MCPS requiring a showing of hards]ﬁp, parentzﬂ inaki}ity to care for my minor
client, are at this point entirely inapposite in the case of Jeff Sukkasem. As such, it is now high time for
MCPS to move quiclely to do all that is necessary to complete what I'll call the re-investigation or other
administrative red tape involved in ma]eing its speedy determination of tuition free pub}ic school ehgi]aﬂity.

Plainly, no 14 year old, and certainly not this 14 year old, can be expected to provide MCPS with
tuition absent help from a responsible adult. His guardian, who is a single working mom with another child
of her own, is entirely unable to provicle the tuition requirecl by your office, nor is she 1egaﬂy obliga’ted to
provi de for private tuition for her ward. Jeﬁ is htera]ly a ]aoy without a school, something very like the better
known Man Without a Country written by Edward Everett Hale, in the Athantic Monthly in 1863.

I am available to speale with you or to meet with you, as is my client at your carliest opportunity.

For the record, T spo]ge yestertlay with the princip]e's staff at Cabin John Middle school, Jeg's local school,
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and was once again told that I would have to contact your office for a determination of e]igibihty before my
client would be allowed to attend school. 1am in hopes that a further review of my client’s enrollment
request, now that it is plain he is not going away and is, I assert, the responsibility of MCPS to educate, just
as MCPS does for so many other undocumented children ]iving in our towns and communities, will at this
time with the passage of years, be favoral;ly considered. ]eg Sukkasem has })y now been hving in
Montgomery County con'tinuously for almost two years time. It has been two years since he first apphed
for enrollment in MCPS. He has not returned to his parent’s residence in Thailand; received support from
his parents, nor has he been enrolled in any school since coming to livein Montgomery County. Surely, by
this time MCPS will realize that for all intents and purposes ]eﬁ has been 1egaﬂy abandoned ]oy his parents
and is now a bonafide resident child "grand£at]aered” into the posture of e}igi]sihty for free county puﬂic
school enrollment.

Please rep].y at you carliest opportunity. ]eg will be turning 16 in another few months and he has
no time to waste, Accorclingly, [ ask that your office expe&ite this matter and pmcee& with all spee&.

Sincerely yours,

PATRICK HOOVER LAW OFFICES

Patrick J. Hoove
PTH/ cc

CC: ]uchth Bresler
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?? | Ptrick Hoover

(301) 217 497 1 Law Offices

amo@hooverlaw m

‘,g‘ e

. 800 Jefferson Plaza
vww hooverlaw.com  :  Suite 308

Rockville, Maryland 20852  Practicing in Maryland & Washington, D.C. ¢ 0F Counsel: David C. Gardner
March 10, 2009

Dr. Anita S. Mostow

Montgomery County Public Schools
850 Hungerford Drive

Rockville, MD 20852

Re: My Client: Jeff Sukkasem; Age 14
Dear Dr. Mostow:

I would like you to reconsider your decision regarding my client, Jeff Sukkasem, in his application
to receive a tuition-free education in Montgomery County, Maryland. Please contact me as soon as you are
in receipt of this letter at my office phone number 301-424-5777. This request is made also on behalf of
Jeff’s guardian, Kanya Amornpimonkul.

I have no doubt that you will recall our lengthy telephone conference several weeks past in which
I promised to pin down the issues of any frequent international travel to and from Thailand by my client,
the question of any financial support made to provide help to Jeff Sukkasem and/or his guardian from any
outside sources, including his parents, and lastly, the question of my client’s and his guardian’s ability, if
any, to finance private school education for my young client.

I am sorry it has taken me so long to respond, but I am now in the position to fully refute any
suggestion that Jeff Sukkasem has engaged in frequent international travel. Furthermore, I am also in the
position to refurte the allegation that my client or his guardian has ever received financial support from any
third party.

Enclosed, please find the affidavit of Kanya Amornpimonkul, who states, under the penalty of
perjury, that neither she nor her young ward, my client, has ever received financial support and that she is
also unable to afford private education for my client. Finally, I also enclose a copy of Jeff Sukkasem’s
passport, in which it is clear that he has not travelled out of the United States, his home country, since
September of 2007, which is hardly the regular international travel to and from his parent’s home that
would certainly call into question his bona fides.

Please contact me upon receipt of the enclosed documents. [ will gladly show you the original
passport proving my previous assertion. I expect a response in the near future as my young client has not
been in school for far too long. Thank you for your consideration regarding this case and my client, Jeff
Sukkasem.
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Sincerely yours,
PATRICK HOOVER LAW OFFICES

Patrick J. Hoovi
P/ cc
CC:  Jeff Sukkasem

Enclosure(s): Affidavit of Kanya Amornpimonkul
Copy of Jeff Sukkasem’s Passport
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AFFIDAVIT OF KANYA AMORNPIMONKUL

i, Kanya Amornpimonkul, a person over the age of eighteen, of sound mind and having
personal knowledge of the facts contained herein, state the following:

I. My name is Kanya Amormpimonkul. { am a family friend and the legal guardian of
fourteen year old Jeff Sukkasem as ordered by the Circuit Court for Montgomery County,
Maryland on the 21% of April, 2008.

2. 1 reside at A ©\orth Bethesda, MD 20852.

3. Jeff Sukkasem is a United States Citizen, who was born and raised in the State of
California, by his natural parents, Oran and Sarita Sukkasem,

4, When he was approximately eight years old, Jeff and his family moved to Thailand. Jeff
remained there until March 2007, when Jeff, alone, returned to the United States of
America and settled in Montgomery County, Maryland, where he lived for a short time
with the Johnsons.

5. Jeff Sukkasem no longer lives with his parents, Oran and Sarita Sukkasem, who are
currently divorced and continue to live in Thailand.

6. Instead, as of September 2007, Jeff has been living in my home and under my care.
Neither I, nor Jeff, have ever received any monetary support from either of his parents, or
any other source.

7. Since his return to his home country, the United States, on September 2007, Jefl
Sukkasem has been unable to attend school due to the denial by Montgomery County
Public Schools, in regard to waive tuition in our report for Jeff’s schooling.

8. Jeff Sukkasem has not left the United States of America, the State of Maryland, or
Montgomery County since September 2007, except for some few and rare occurrences in
which he travelled within the Metropolitan region,

9. Without a tuition waiver, neither I, nor Jeff, have the means to afford private education
where Jeff may continue his schooling.

10. Jeff Sukkasem is a permanent member of my home in Montgomery County with no
financial ties to any other person will to care for his needs.

I SOLEMNLY AFFIRM UNDER THE PENALTIES OF PERJURY THAT THE
CONTENTS OF THE FOREGOING AFFIDAVIT ARE TRUE.

Date Kanya Amornpimonky
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Residency Compliance Office
Montgomery County Public Schools
850 Hungerford Drive, Room 200
Rockville, Maryland 20850

(301) 315-2003

March 27, 2009

Patrick J. Hoover, Esq.
600 Jefferson Plaza, Suite 308
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Re: Jeff Sukkasem
Dear Mr. Hoover:

This is in response to your letter dated March 10, 2009, As you are aware, your client
was denied, by this office, a tuition waiver to attend a Montgomery County Public
School. Your client has appealed this decision on two other levels, to the Chief
Operating Officer and at the Montgomery County Board of Education. At both levels it
was determined that in order to attend a Montgomery County Public School, Jeff would
have to pay tuition.

It 1s unfortunate that Jeff has not continued his education, but the documents that have
been presented to date to our office do not qualify him for a tuition waiver. We will be

happy to assist his guardian in finding a school that will accept him as a paying student if
she so desires.

Please contact me if you have any further questions about our procedures.

Sincerely,

&m c)'//?zfﬁé' Il ga

Anita S. Mostow, Ed.D.
Residency Compliance Unit

Copy to:
File
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Miter Sznave (fice Building
1% Biaden Serser, Suite I Fum
Annapobe. Marviael 21301
A-841-3124 0 301 -858-302a
BOG-aR2TT03 Exr. 33120

STARTLAND GrNokaL ASSEABLY
T6TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT
MostTeoMery COUNTY

May 132009

Or. Jerrv Weass
LICPS Superintendent
4§20 Hungerford Drive
Rockyibie. MD 20850
Dear Dro Weast:
We have reccived the enclosed email from Janis Sartucci regarding Jese
S wemmm 1d enrollment in North Bethesda Middle School. Would vou please loak inie
this matter and provide us with a complete report.

We appreciate vour assistance with this constituent concern.  Best regards

Sincerely,

il W i

Brian E. Frosh William A. Bronrett { Wiitiam Frick Susan . Lec ~

BEFWABCWESCL/ s
Ernclosure
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conez| || Patrick Hoover

Fax:

(301) 217-9297 i_aw Offices

E-mail:

info@hooverlaw.com

Web: 600 Jefferson Plaza
www.hooverlaw.com Suite 308

Rockville, Maryland 20852  Practicing in Maryland & Washington, D.C. ¢ Of Counsel: David C. Gardner

June 4, 2009
SENT VIA E-MAIL, FAX AND REGULAR MAIL
Dr. Anita S. Mostow
Montgomery County Public Schools
850 Hungerford Drive
Rockville, MD 20852

Fax: 301-279-8549
Re: My Client: Jeff Sukkasem: Age 14
Dear Dr. Mostow:

It is clear to me at this point that we have come to an impasse about Jeff Sukkasem’s eligibility for a
tuition-free education in the Montgomery County Public Schools. While 1 will continue to pursue every
avenue to obtain for my client the tuition-free education for which his guardian, like every other taxpayer
in the county, has already paid, | appeal to you at this time to allow Jeff to enroll in school immediately
and allow this tuition dispute to continue independent of Jeff’s ability to gain an education. Indeed, his

enrollment is required by Maryland state law and is supported by Montgomery County Public Schools
(MCPS) Regulations.

Section II1.A. of the MCPS Regulations JEA-RB states as follows:

All qualified students whose parents/guardians have bona fide residency within a school area must
be accepted for enrollment unless excused from school attendance according to the provisions of
Section 7-301 (Compulsory Attendance Law) of the Annotated Code of Marvland or Section
7-305(d)(5) (denial of enrollment to a student who is currently expelled or suspended from another
school system). Enrollment of students will be considered temporary until such time as the
records show there has been no expulsion.

According to MCPS Regulation JEA-RB, Section II.A., a “qualified student is defined as “a student 5
years old or older and under 21.” “Bona fide residency” is established by a parent or guardian, according
to Section ILF if the residence “is one’s actual or true residence, maintained in good faith, and does not
include a temporary residence or superficial residence established for convenience or for the purpose of
free school attendance in the Montgomery County Schools.” Clearly, Jeff is a qualified student, since he
is 14 years of age. Just as clearly, Jeff’s legal guardian, Kanya Amornpimonkul, has long established
bona fide residency in Montgomery County, where her natural-born son attends Montgomery County
Public Schools for that very reason. Therefore, Montgomery County Public Schools’ own regulations
require that Jeff, a resident of Montgomery County whose legal guardian is a bona fide resident of
Montgomery County, attend the appropriate school in his area.
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The MCPS Regulations are in keeping with state law regarding compulsory attendance. Specifically, the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article, Section 7-301 states that every child residing in
Maryland shall attend a public school unless he is receiving his education from another source. As you
know, Jeff Sukkasem has been residing in Montgomery County for nearly two full school years without
receiving any formal schooling, either private or public. This exceptional 14 year old boy has been
tutoring himself by spending his days in a public library, creating a situation directly contradicted by
Maryland state law. His current legal guardian has now twice attempted to enroll Jeff in public school,
but MCPS have prevented her from complying with state law by turning him away. State law requires
Jeff’s attendance in school, but the MCPS’s actions have hindered him from getting an education.

Finally, I would point out that whether or not Jeff is allowed to attend school, I will continue to insist that
Jeff has the right to attend MCPS without paying tuition. If your office continues to deny Jeff a free
education, I will again appeal to the Montgomery County School Board, arguing that Jeff, as a US citizen
and legal ward of a Montgomery County resident, must be allowed this education. Iam willing to appeal
to the Maryland State Board of Education and will resort to court action if necessary to get this young man
the education to which he has a right. This process has the potential of leaving Jeff unschooled for
months and years to come if your office does not allow him to attend school immediately. Jeff’s
guardian, unsupported by Jeff’s parents, does not have the means to educate him through private means,
leaving Jeff to continue the solitary self-education he has been pursuing for the past two school years. He
will continue to be not only a student without a school, but a symbol of a governmental bureaucracy too
intransigent to make appropriate decisions for the benefit of the greater societal - and state constitutional -
goal of providing an education for its residents.

I once again ask you to reconsider your decision not to allow Jeff Sukkasem to attend his local
Montgomery County Public School free of tuition. However, barring that, I ask you to allow Jeff to
enroll in school immediately according to MCPS Regulations so that he can continue his education in
earnest while the tuition dispute continues.

Please contact me upon receipt of this letter so we can discuss enrollment procedures for Jeff. Thank you
for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely yours,
PATRICK HOOVER LAW OFFICES

Patrick J. Hoov
PJH/sg

CC:  Jeff Sukkasem
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Statement from Legal Guardian of Jeff Sukkasem

I am Kanya Amornpimonkul. the legal guardian of Jeff Sukkasem. It is part of my job as
guardian to ensure Jeff attends school and does not violate truancy laws. Ilive and pay
taxes in Montgomery County, and 1 send my natural child to Montgomery County Public
Schools. Because I am a resident of Montgomery County, I believe Jeff should attend
Montgomery County Public Schools tuition free, just as my son does.

Jeffis a United States citizen, 14 years of age. He is most fluent and comfortable in
English. He was born in California and attended school there for most of his childhood.
He has lived with me for nearly two years and 1s covered by my health insurance, Jeff's
birth parents live in Thailand and do not contribute to his financial and physical well-
being. Two years ago Jeff's parents sent him to the United States to live first with
another guardian and then with me. They did this because they could not afford to care
for him properly ia Thailand and could not therefore ensure a proper upbringing and
education there. Jeff's father is a police officer in Bangkok with a modest salary, and he is
divorced from Jeff's mother, who cared for Jeff until he was sent back to the United
States. She is currently unemployed and spending all her time and resources caring for a
sick parent.

Jeff's bigth family's financial situation, however, is irrelevant. They sent him to Maryland
two years ago and will not or cannot pay for him to return to Thailand. Jeff has, for all
intents and purposes, been abandoned into my care. While Jeff's mother does contact
him onee or twice a week, she does not send money. Since the Montgomery County
Public Schools have previously denied his requests to attend school tuition free in
Montgomery County, and since I do not have money to pay tuition, Jeff has spent the past
two school years attempting to educate himself in the local public library. He has few
friends and has no meaningful way 1o meet other children his own age. He is isolated and
frequently feels lonely. This situation has become a crisis for Jeff.

Jeff has for nearly two years been a resident of Maryland. Heis a bright child and has
previously shown promise as a student. [ am his guardian, a resident of Montgomery
County, and I believe Jeff should be accorded the right to attend the tuition-free public
schools in our home county.

o

Signed } ML

i |
bae 43]5 lga MAGUETTE MAREME GROGAN
NOTARY PUBLIC
Notwsiced I/ 1o g ~ MONTGOMERY CO.

{ MA
ﬁ(,ba} LJ,”/ L $apen “”‘(]n ;A/o;’,: /j 6iz RYLAND
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o Patrick Hoover

Fax:
(301) 217-9297 Law Offices
E-mail:
Phoover@
hooverlaw.com 600 Jefferson Plaza

Web: Suite 308 Practicing in Maryland & Washington, DC « Of Counsel: David C. Gardner
http://iwww. Rockville, Maryland 20852

Hooverlaw.com
June 11, 2009
SENT VIA REGULAR MATL

Mr. Larry Bowers

Montgomery County Board of Education
Chief Operating Officer

850 Hungerford Drive

Rockville, MD 20850

Re: My Clien‘c: ]eg Suleleasem; Age 14

Dear Mr. Bowers:

The purpose of this letter is to note an appeal of Dr. Anita Mostow's recent decision regarding
my clien‘c, ]eH Sukkasem. Dr. Mostow’s office recent]y clete;:mined, upon referral from the
International Students Admissions Office ISAQ), that Jeff should not be allowed to enroll at
Bethesda Middle School or at any other school within the Montgomery County Public Schools
(MCPS) system. She made hex recent decision despite the following facts: (1) Jeff's legal guardian,
Kanya AmornpimonleuL is a bona fide resident of Montgomery County whose natural born son -
attends Montgomery County Public Schools; (2) Jeff is a US citizen whose natural parents live
abroad and do not support him financiaﬂy; and 3) ]ef‘f has been compeﬂe& - contrary to the
Marylantl truancy statute - to stay home from school for the past two school years and stucly on his
own. Dr. Mostow has made it clear that she will not permit Jeg to enroll unless he first agrees to pay
tuition.

On Monday, May 18, Jeff and his legal guardian, Ms. Amornpimonkul, attempted to enroll at
Bethesda Middle School, provi&ing all required documents. Jeg was told he would be enrolled
pending placemen’c exams, and he and his guar(lian were referred to the ISAO. This was os’censi]n].y
because Jeff has not attended school in the United States (nor in any other country, for that matter)
in the past two years, making him an “international student” by MCPS's definition. The ISAO
assignecl Jeff an appomtment to take the plaeement exams o1 Tuesday, May 26. When ]eH arrived
on May 26, no tests were administered, and Jefl was not enrolled at that time. Instead, he and his
guardian were told that his case would be referred to Residency Comphanee Services (RCS). 1 then
spolze to Dr. Mostow in that office, who indicated that Jef‘f would not be allowed to enroll or attend
school tuition free.

Since Jeﬁ’s 1ega1 guard.ian is a bona fide resident of Montgomery County, and since Jeff clear].y
has no other option for formal sclloohng, he should be permi’cted to attend MCPS on the same
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tuition-free basis as any other resident of Montgomery County. Jef{ is a United States Citizen, born
and raised for most of his life in the United States. While ]eff spent approximately two years in
school in Thaﬂamd, where his natural parents currenﬂy live, he is cieaﬂy not an international student
and should not be considered as such by the MCPS. In addition to being a US citizen, Jeff speaks
fluent Englisll and does not spealz his natural parents’ language ﬂuenﬂy. Meanwhﬂe, his lega]
guardian resides and pays taxes in Montgomery County, where her natural son attends school tuition-
{ree. Jeg’s natural parents provicle no financial support and have ﬁnanciaﬂy abandoned him to Ms.
Amornpimonkul’s care. Ms. Amornpimonkul does not have the financial ability to pay tuition at
MCPS or any private school, nor should she be requixed to, since she is a bona fide, taxpaying
resident of Montgomery County. Because ]eg s natural parents do not support him and because his
1ega1 guarcllan cannot afford school tuition, JeH has been forced to keep up with his studies &umng the
past two school years 133; going to the pquc hkrary and ptudymg from whatever hooks he is able to
find there. This is an unaccep{;alole situation, especiauy given the N,{arylancl statutory requirement
that every child in the state must attend publie school unless alternative provisions are made for an

education from another source such as private school or home schooling. See Annotated Code of

Maryland, Bducation Article, Section 7-301.

Even if MCPS continues to chspute JeH‘s resic]ency, MCPS regulations and Mary],ancl law require
Jeff to attend school while the dispute is pending. Section II1.A. of the MCPS Regulations JEA-RB

states as foﬂows:

All quah{iecl students whose parents/ guardians have bona fide resi(lency within a school area must
be accepted for enrollment unless excused from school attendance accorcling to the provisions of
Section 7-301 (Compulsory Attendance Law) of the Annotated Code of Maryland or Section 7-
305(61) %) (clenia] of enrollment to a student who is currently expeued or Susyendecl from another
school system). Enrollment of students will be considered temporary until such time as the records
show there has been no expu}sion.

According to MCPS Regulation JEA-RB, Section [I.A., a “qualified student is defined as “a
student 5 years old or older and under 21.” “Bona fide residency” is established by a parent or
guarclian, accorcling to Section II.F if the residence “is one’s actual or true residence, maintained in
good {aith, and does not include a temporary residence or superficial residence established for
convenience or for the purpose of free school attendance in the Montgomery C011nty Schools.”
Clearly, Jeff is a qualified student, since he is 14 years of age. Just as clearly, Jeff's legal guardian,
Kanya Amornpimonkul, has long established bona fide residency in Montgomery County, where her
natural-born son attends Montgomery County Public Schools for that Very reason. Therefore,
Montgomery County Public Schools” own regulations require that Jeff, a resident of Montgomery
County whose Iegal guarclian is a bona fide resident of Montgomery County, attend the appropriate
school in his area.

The MCPS Regulations are in keeping with the state law regarcling compulsory attendance, as
cited above. Jeff Sukkasem has been resi&ing in Montgomery County for neaﬂy two full school years
without receiving any formal achoohng, either private or pubhc This remarkable 14 year old Loy has
been tutoring himself Iay spende his &avs ina pu}:)hc hbrary His current ]ega] guarchan has
chhgenﬂy at{:emptecl to enroll Jeﬁ in bC}IOOL but MCPS have prevente& her from complymg with state
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law Ly turning him away. In Short, state law requires Jeg’s attendance in school, but MCPS have
blocked his required attendance.

I have contacted your office to arrange a hearing regarding this matter. In the meantime, |
request that you review the enclosed documents and allow my client to enroll in school immedia’tely
according to MCPS Regulation JEA-RB, Section III.A. as stated above. Jeff has been out of school

for too long and must be allowed to join his peers immediately.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

PATRICK HOOVER LLAW OFFICE

(ENTI

Patrick J. Hoover

U1

PJH/aca





