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OU R  S E R V I C E  

 

Abrahams and Gross Inc is a firm of forward thinking attorneys 

established in 1935. We are passionate about Family Law and our attorneys 

are caring, understanding and sensitive in our approach. We pride ourselves 

in our commitment to clients in delivering efficient, high quality legal services.  
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D I V O R C E  

 

If you are living in South Africa and your spouse lives overseas, you are able to 

institute divorce proceedings against your spouse through the courts in South 

Africa.  

The same applies when you are a South African citizen that lives overseas and 

one spouse resides in South Africa.  A South African court has jurisdiction where 

the parties or either of the parties are domiciled in the area of the court's 

jurisdiction on the date on which the action is instituted or ordinarily resident in the 

area of jurisdiction of the court on the date on which the action is instituted or has 

been ordinarily resident in the Republic for a period of not less than one year 

immediately prior to that date. 

The above also implies that foreigners (people who are not South African citizens) 

and who have been living in South Africa for more than a year, may divorce 

through the South African courts. 

The person instituting the divorce proceedings are called the Plaintiff. Where the 

parties reached a settlement, only the Plaintiff appears in Court. So, if a Plaintiff 

lives overseas but is domiciled in South Africa he/she will have to appear once the 
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matter is placed on the Court roll. The same applies if the Plaintiff resides in South 

Africa. It is not necessary for the Defendant to appear in court. 

Abrahams and Gross Inc. specialises in international divorces of South African 

citizens living in other countries and has acted in matters for South Africans living 

in countries such as Australia, United Kingdom, USA, Indonesia, The United 

Emirates, Germany, Bahrain, New Zeeland, Germany, France and Namibia to 

mention but a few. We have concluded international divorces within four weeks. 
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 CONTACT US: 
 

Bertus Preller  

B.Proc; AD Dip L Law 

Family Law Attorney 

Abrahams and Gross Inc. 

A:1st Floor, 56 Shortmarket Street, Cape Town, 8000 

O: +27 (0) 21 422 1323 

F: 086 572 8373 

C: +27 (0) 83 443 9838 

E: bertus@divorceattorney.co.za 
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OTHER SERVICES: 

• Conveyancing and Property Transactions 

• Corporate and Commercial Services 

• Estate Planning, Administration of Estates and Wills, Trusts and Curatorships 

• Immigration and Emigration, Sports Law and Endorsements 

• Litigation, Criminal Law, Debt Collection, Labour Law 

• Maritime and Marine Law 

 


