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Are You Unhappy Enough to Change? 

By Cordell Parvin on October 11th, 2012 

Over the years I have met many lawyers who were unhappy, or at the very least not completely 

happy with where they were in their career. Yet, most of those lawyers were content enough to not 

do anything about it. Have you ever met lawyers like that? 

 

Recently I read a Success Magazine article Unleashing the Power by Tony Robbins. He says: 

There are many people who live in what I call ‘No-man’s Land,’ a place where you’re 

not really happy, but you’re not unhappy enough to do anything about it. 

 In the article Tony Robbins offers three suggestions to get out of this state. I will let you read them. 

I have shared mine with you before.  A couple of years ago I wrote: Career Success and Life 

Fulfillment: What You Can Learn from Tony and Gina, which included ideas from my two books 

about husband and wife lawyers Tony and Gina. I gave my thoughts on the attributes of lawyers I 

know who are both successful and fulfilled: 

Lawyers who are truly successful and happy: 

• Feel like they control their destiny 

• Know what they want 

• Have a plan to accomplish it 
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• Build relationships 

• Work on making a contribution to a cause greater than themselves 

If you know a lawyer who is not 100% satisfied with his or her career and life, is he or she doing 

anything about it or just going through the motions each day? 

 

 

 

 
 

Cordell M. Parvin built a national construction practice during his 35 years practicing law. At Jenkens & Gilchrist, Mr. Parvin was 

the Construction Law Practice Group Leader and was also responsible for the firm’s attorney development practice. While there he 

taught client development and created a coaching program for junior partners. In 2005, Mr. Parvin left the firm and started Cordell 

Parvin LLC. He now works with lawyers and law firms on career development and planning and client development. He is the  

co-author of Say Ciao to Chow Mein: Conquering Career Burnout and other books for lawyers. To learn more visit his Web site, 

www.cordellparvin.com or contact him at cparvin@cordellparvin.com. 


