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The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office recently released a guide for filing preissuance
submissions electronically via its EFS Web system. The guide is intended to make it easier for
third parties to submit printed publications of potential relevance to the patentability of another's
claimed invention under the preissuance submission provision of the America Invents Act.

As we have previously discussed on this [P Law Blog, a preissuance submission must be timely
filed, in writing, and contain:

e A list identifying the items being submitted;

e A concise description of the relevance of each item listed;

e A legible copy of each non-U.S. patent document listed;

e An English language translation of any non-English language item listed;

e A statement by the party making the submission that the submission complies with the
statute and the rule; and

e The required fee.

Although the USPTO accepts submissions filed by paper or electronically, the agency
encourages the use of electronic submissions via EFS Web. According to the USPTO, the EFS
Web guides a third party through the content requirements for a preissuance submission to
ensure that the third party makes a compliant submission. The system also calculates the
timeliness of the submission to determine whether the submission is being made during
permitted statutory time window.

To encourage the use of electronic filing, the USPTO has created an EFS Web Quick Start
Guide. This guide outlines the steps that a third party must follow to make an electronic
submission. For more information about preissuance submission, we also encourage you to
contact us today by phone or email to schedule your free 30-minute consultation.

About Sheldon Mak & Anderson

At Sheldon Mak & Anderson, we recognize that innovation is your competitive edge — and it
needs protection. As a full-service intellectual property firm with more than two decades of
experience, we provide local, regional, national, and international legal services in the following
areas: patents, trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, IP litigation, international patent and
trademark prosecution, licensing, alternative dispute resolution, and green technology.




Contact our knowledgeable intellectual property attorneys today TOLL FREE at 1-855-UR
IDEAS (1-855-874-3327) or email us at tri@usip.com to find out how we can provide powerful
protection for your unique ideas.




