
Mesothelioma Mortality in the US  

(Posted by Tom Lamb at www.AsbestosHUB.com on September 14, 2009; see http://bit.ly/RHaRu) 

An article in the July 2009 edition of the Journal of the American Medical Association set out to quantify the 
number of mesothelioma deaths in the U.S. 

During 1999-2005, a total of 18,068 malignant mesothelioma deaths were reported in the United 
States; 14,591 (80.8%) occurred among males and 17,180 (95.1%) among whites. Mesothelioma 
deaths were classified as mesothelioma of pleura (1,572; 8.7%), peritoneum (657; 3.6%), other 
anatomical site (2,605; 14.4%), and unspecified anatomical site (13,454; 74.5%). 

Mortality increased with age with the greatest number of decedents aged 75 years; 311 deaths 
(1.7%) occurred in persons aged 44 years. From 1999 to 2005 the total number of malignant 
mesothelioma deaths increased .9%, from 2,482 in 1999 to 2,704 in 2005, but the annual death 
rate was stable (14.1 per million population in 1999 versus 14.0 in 2005). The death rate for males 
was 4.5 times that for females (23.2 versus 5.1 per million). During 1999-2005, the state death rate 
was greater than the national rate (13.8 per million population per year) in 26 states; in six states 
the rate exceeded 20 per million per year: Maine (173 deaths; rate: 27.5), Wyoming (50; 22.2), 
West Virginia (182; 21.0), Pennsylvania (1,210; 20.8), New Jersey (814; 20.2), and Washington 
(558; 20.1). 

Read the report. 

 

Attorney Tom Lamb represents people in personal injury and wrongful death cases 
involving mesothelioma or other asbestos cancers. The above article was posted originally on his 

blog, Asbestos HUB – with active links and readers’ comments. 
http://AsbestosHUB.com 
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