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Who is in Trouble with the IRS

Man in NJ Cashes $158,000 Check Not Meant for Him

Eric Friedman of Rockaway Township admitted to charges of theft arising 

from his action of cashing a check for $158,174 from the IRS that was meant 

for his former employer. The check was mistakenly mailed to him.

Friedman, 45, pleaded guilty in State Superior court when charged with 

theft, theft of property lost, mislaid or delivered by mistake in the case 

involving the check meant for his former employer, Fuel Bio One LLC of 

Elizabeth where he worked as one of the offcers of the company.

Friedman received and cashed the check between June 10,2008 and Feb 25, 

2009. He has since repaid the amount in full. His attorney, Pamela Brause 

negotiated a plea agreement with the Morris County Assistant Prosecutor 

Robert Schwartz to have Friedman serve up to 364 days in county prison 

including a probationary period.

Sentencing is set for Dec 3.

Techno Music Pioneer Kevin Saunderson Owes Taxes

Widely known as one of the pioneers who popularized techno music, 

Kevin Saunderson is in debt by more than $181,000 to the IRS. Saunderson, 
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who is also a DJ, was a past producer of the Memorial Day Techno Music 

festival, an annual even in Detroit.

Saunderson, who hails from Brooklyn, moved to Detroit when he was 9 

years old where he met and became friends with Derrick May and Juan 

Atkins in Belleville High. His two friends launched their music careers 

earlier than Saunderson who spent some time playing football at Eastern 

Michigan University. Later on, Saunderson teamed up with his two friends 

and together they became known as the pioneers of techno music.

Saunderson, 46, gained popularity locally and overseas where he will be 

giving performances in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Rome and Amsterdam 

this month.

On August 3, the IRS fled a $72,957 lien at the Wayne County Register of 

Deeds against Saunderson’s company KMS Productions LLC. Earlier, the 

IRS also fled two other liens. One was for $19,964 fled on May 28, 2008 at 

the Oakland County Register of Deeds against Saunderson personally and 

the other was for $88,080 on May 30, 2006 also against Saunderson in his 

personal capacity in Oakland county.

According to Saunderson, also known as ‘The Elevator’ to his fans, the 

$88,080 debt has already been paid off and should not be in his records. He 

is paying off the $19,964 debt while the $72,947 debt is being disputed. The 

debt comes from a previous festival that Saunderson produced in Detroit in 

2005.
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