
Brief Overview Of Malignant Mesothelioma Types  

(Posted by Tom Lamb at www.AsbestosHUB.com on September 29, 2009; see http://bit.ly/10Vkfa) 

Pleural Mesothelioma  
Mesothelioma which starts in the chest cavity, or pleura.  

   
Peritoneal Mesothelioma  

Mesothelioma which starts in the abdomen, or peritoneum.  
   
Pericardial Mesothelioma  

Mesothelioma which starts in the space around the heart, or pericardium.   

 

Mesothelioma, or cancer of the mesothelium, is a disease in which cells in the mesothelium become 
abnormal and divide uncontrollably. The abnormal cells can metastasize and spread to nearby tissues and 
organs, resulting in malignant mesothelioma. 

The mesothelium is a protective membrane made of mesothelial cells which forms a sac of lubricating fluid 
around most organs, allowing the organs to move and function properly. The mesothelium is given different 
names, depending on where it is, e.g., the heart (pericardium), abdomen (peritoneum), lungs (pleura), or 
other organ. 

Mesothelioma is a rare cancer. Approximately 2,000 to 3,000 cases are diagnosed each year, but the 
incidence rates are increasing. Mesothelioma often occurs more often in men than in women and a major 
risk factor is a history of asbestos exposure. The risk of developing mesothelioma increases with heavier 
exposure to asbestos, but there have been cases of individuals with brief exposure to asbestos later 
developing mesothelioma. Family members of asbestos workers are also at increased risk for developing 
mesothelioma if exposed to asbestos dust brought home on clothing. 

For more information, visit AsbestosLegalWatch.com. 

 

 

Attorney Tom Lamb represents people in personal injury and wrongful death cases 
involving mesothelioma or other asbestos cancers. The above article was posted originally on his 

blog, Asbestos HUB – with active links and readers’ comments. 
http://AsbestosHUB.com 
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