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California Plans to Regulate
Commercial Air Conditioning and
Refrigeration Systems

As part of its efforts to reduce
greenhouse gases, California's
Air Resources Board ("ARB")
has proposed regulations on
the operation of air
conditioning and other

The information in this alert
applies to any company or
entity that operates commercial
air conditioning systems or
refrigeration systems.

refrigeration systems with more
than 50 pounds of a high greenhouse warming potential ("high-
GWP") refrigerant.

You may want to provide comments on the regulations or
participate in the next workshop on the latest draft
regulations to be held in early 2009.

High-GWP refrigerants are chlorofluorocarbons,
hydrochlorofluorcarbons, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons,
and their mixtures. The workshop will be held in early 2009 and
presents an opportunity for owners and operators of commercial
office buildings, cold storage facilities, and other operations using
GWP-refrigerants to provide input on the regulations.

As currently proposed, owners or operators of existing
refrigeration and air-conditioning systems must register to operate
with the local air district or the ARB and implement leak detection
and monitoring. The compliance deadline for large systems with
2000 pounds or more of GWP refrigerant would be January 31,
2010, the deadline for medium systems with 200 pounds or more
but less than 2000 pounds would be January 31, 2012, and the
deadline for small systems with 50 pounds or more but less than
200 pounds would be January 31, 2014. As of January 31, 2010,
new systems with 50 pounds or more refrigerant would need to
register with the local air district or the ARB.

Leak detection systems, annual reporting and
inspections will be required

Large systems intended to operate year round would be required
to install automatic leak detection systems. Medium systems
would conduct quarterly leak inspections. Small systems would
conduct annual leak inspections unless the system is using an
automatic leak detection system. Repairs would need to be
conducted within 14 days followed by verification testing. Should
a repair require additional time, the owner or operator must submit
a retrofit and retirement plan to the local air district for approval
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component.

Owners and operators would be required to submit an annual
report to the local air district on service and leak repairs
completed, refrigerant purchased, and refrigerant shipped for
reclamation or destruction. Records of inspections, service, and
repairs would be kept for five years.
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