If Therapist Said Affair Would Prevent Divorce, Would You
Cheat?
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Divorce statistics throughout the nation are grim, Arizona not excluded from the less than
optimism-inspiring divorce rate. Marriage trends have made the dependence on experts such as
counselors, therapists and psychologists growingly popular. It can take a lot of courage and trust
to make the decision to seek professional help in order to avoid divorce. That is why a current
lawsuit filed by a couple against their former couples counselor is so intriguing.

The couple, still married, accuses the former counselor of advising the husband to participate in
behavior damaging to their relationship. The husband, 38, claims the counselor consistently
encouraged him to venture outside of his marriage to get the sexual satisfaction he was missing
at home. He says the counselor talked about his wife in a derogatory way, making him feel crazy
to stay in the relationship and justified to cheat.

If the counselor's intention was to get his client to cheat, he succeeded. The affair led to
difficulties in the marriage and pushed them to nearly divorce. Shouldn't the counselor's intention
have been to prevent that from happening? That is the couple's argument, and they are suing him
for nearly destroying their marriage when he was being paid to strengthen the union.

The lawsuit alleges that the couples counselor irresponsibly manipulated his client into
acting against his marriage. The husband and wife are each asking for $4 million in damages.

Perhaps their case will be helped by another one of the counselor's former clients who has come
forward. She makes similar allegations against him, supporting the couple's story that the couples
counselor in fact does push his clients toward infidelity.

What is left to be determined is how attorneys will argue and the legal system will view liability
in this case. Can a third party actually be held responsible for the actions of others? Is this couple
trying to place blame outside of their marriage in order to distract themselves from their own
damaging behaviors?

We will keep you posted on the progress of this case and try to address those questions as more
details unfold.
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Counselor's cheat 'cure' pushed our marriage to brink: lawsuit
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About The Law Offices Scott D Stewart

At the Law Offices of Scott David Stewart we understand the challenges our clients face today,
but we always are looking out for your future best interests. As your divorce lawyers, we work to
obtain the best possible results for you and your family. Contact our Phoenix, Arizona, law office
to schedule a consultation.

Comprehensive Family Law Services

We represent clients throughout the greater Phoenix area, including Glendale, Scottsdale, Mesa,
Sun City, and Paradise Valley. We can assist you with these and other family law matters:

»  Divorce and the issues that accompany divorce, such as property division and alimony.

*  Domestic Violence and restraining orders

. Child Custody and child support, including modification of orders, as well as
enforcement of child support orders

. Paternity / Establishment and establishing parental rights

. Prenuptial and Postnuptial Agreements

*  Juvenile Rights in juvenile court and health matters involving young people

*  Adoption, including step-parent adoption

»  Military Divorce and how it differs from a non-military divorce.

*  Hidden Assets and property division

. Child relocation and parental move-aways parental move-aways

*  Divorce, Foreclosure, and Real Estate Equity, and real estate equity

Helping You Move Forward with Confidence

Envisioning what life will look like after your divorce can guide the process when securing a
divorce and property settlement agreement. Our experienced divorce attorneys will help you
understand the issues and potential challenges you face. We work with a variety of experts to
ensure that our clients receive the best advice. We use that information to develop an effective
strategy to protect your interests and achieve your goals.




