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Ongoing efforts to address women's rights have done wonders to allow women to succeed in 

their careers. Your office very likely consists of an equal representation of men and women, 

and you probably have many women in senior roles. 

Although this is a positive reality when it comes to gender equality, a recent Cornell University 

study has produced a theory that, if true, could mean that women in senior, high-income 

professional roles might be taking a great risk. 

What's the risk? A cheating husband. 

And because infidelity is one of the leading causes of divorce, the ultimate cost of a woman 

making "a lot" more money than her husband could be that her marriage ends in divorce. Keep in 

mind, however, that the researchers in the study did not find that husbands always cheat when 

they earn less; rather, the role of income differences played a definite, significant role in the rate 

of infidelity. 

When a woman earns a much higher income the study shows that she is also more likely to cheat 

than a woman who earns less than her husband. Researchers suggest that the reason behind that 

behavior is because women feel less dependent on their husbands when they earn enough to 

support themselves and, therefore, they feel freer to seek satisfaction outside of their marriages. 

As for why men, according to research, cheat on their wives who earn more money, researchers 

think that men have affairs in order to reassert their power as the stereotypically dominant sex. 

They are trying to compensate for the lack of masculinity they feel as the low-income earners by 

asserting control in another aspect of their lives. 

The complete Cornell University study will be shared next week at an American Sociological 

Association meeting. Because of the study's results, the project is somewhat risky in its 

conclusion. Should women be afraid to pursue advancement in their careers because their 

successes might result in divorce?  



 

 

That's a dangerous message.  

Perhaps when the researchers present their entire project they will include a message that 

addresses how families can avoid divorce despite different income levels. Our country is in the 

midst of a recession, and that means that many women have had to go back to work and are 

probably making more than their husbands who have been laid off from work. 

Therefore, if the Cornell study is correct, their findings, combined with the current economy, 

could create a perfect storm that would destroy countless marriages in its path.  
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About The Law Offices Scott D Stewart  

At the Law Offices of Scott David Stewart we understand the challenges our clients face today, 

but we always are looking out for your future best interests. As your divorce lawyers, we work to 

obtain the best possible results for you and your family. Contact our Phoenix, Arizona, law office 

to schedule a consultation. 

Comprehensive Family Law Services 

We represent clients throughout the greater Phoenix area, including Glendale, Scottsdale, Mesa, 

Sun City, and Paradise Valley. We can assist you with these and other family law matters: 

• Divorce and the issues that accompany divorce, such as property division and alimony. 

• Domestic Violence and restraining orders 

• Child Custody and child support, including modification of orders, as well as 

enforcement of child support orders 

• Paternity / Establishment and establishing parental rights 

• Prenuptial and Postnuptial Agreements 
• Juvenile Rights in juvenile court and health matters involving young people 

• Adoption, including step-parent adoption 

• Military Divorce and how it differs from a non-military divorce. 

• Hidden Assets and property division 

• Child relocation and parental move-aways parental move-aways 

• Divorce, Foreclosure, and Real Estate Equity, and real estate equity 

 

Helping You Move Forward with Confidence 

Envisioning what life will look like after your divorce can guide the process when securing a 

divorce and property settlement agreement. Our experienced divorce attorneys will help you 

understand the issues and potential challenges you face. We work with a variety of experts to 



 

 

ensure that our clients receive the best advice. We use that information to develop an effective 

strategy to protect your interests and achieve your goals. 

 

 

 


