ARCHERNORRIS

A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION

CLIENT ALERT

Focused on Growth. Focused onYou.

hh o [
| maintain a steady focus on

emerging, game-changing events
fo infuse a practical context fo
complex litigation, whether at trial
or in sefflement negotiations.””

THE BUZZ

Women In Business Roundtable Series »

Multiple settlement offers: blurry or bright-
line rulese »

Your Skills: Appellate Brief VWriting: Before,
During and Affer »

TRIAL PUTS THE BRAKES ON ADMITTED LIABILITY CASE

Any day you get served with a lawsuit is not a good day for your business.
By taking immediate action and an active defense role, we increase our
clients' chances of achieving the best possible outcome, as the following
case study illustrates.

Archer Norris partner Sharon Collier represented a national pouliry
producer and its driver in an admitted liability personal injury case involving
a collision between our driver's 18-wheeler and plaintiff's vehicle.

Plaintiff incurred about $34,000 in past medical expenses and claimed

she would need a future cervical fusion surgery. When the lawsuit was first
filed, Sharon served a $10,000 CCP 998 settlement offer. When the case
did not resolve at the Mandatory Setlement Conference shortly before trial,

she served a $20,000 CCP 998 settlement offer.

PROACTIVE DEFENSE SWAYS JURY

The plaintiff demanded too much money to settle, so the case went to

trial. During trial, Sharon convinced the court fo exclude and eliminate
plaintiff's claims for future medical expenses and about half of the past
medical expenses because plaintiff had failed to present sufficient evidence
fo support the claims. She then persuaded the jury that plaintiff was not

as badly injured as claimed. The jury awarded plaintiff $6,371.14 in past
medical expenses and nothing for pain and suffering.
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CLIENT CONSIDERED PREVAILING PARTY

Because the jury award was less than settlement offers, our clients will be
considered the prevailing parties entifled to recover defense costs and expert
fees, which exceed the amount of the jury award.

IMPLICATIONS - A STRONG TRIAL REPUTATION CAN HELP RESOLVE
CONFLICTS

This case study highlights how skillful and thorough trial preparation
develops facts which can either lead to early sefflement or be used
decisively at frial. Litigation can impact business on many levels, and hiring
a lawyer with strong tfrial experience can tip the balance in your favor. Every
case is different. To find out how we can help with your litigation matters,
please contact Sharon Collier or your Archer Norris lawyer.

DISCLAIMER

This article is infended to provide Archer Norris clients and contacts with general information. The confent of this publication is for

informational purposes only. Neither this publication nor its authors are rendering legal or other professional advice or opinions

on specific facts or matters. No attorey-client relationship is created by this advisory, nor by any response fo the information

herein, unless and until a conflicts review has been conducted by Archer Norris, and a written agreement containing all terms of

representation has been signed.

Copyright © 2013, Archer Norris, PLC. Al rights reserved. Archer Norris grants its clients and contacts permission to forward this

publication fo third parties in its entirety and without alteration or modification. You may also reproduce this material for your own

personal use and for non-commercial distribution. All copies must include the above copyright nofice. Please do not replicate,

or post on your website, without our express written permission. Any rights not granted in this disclaimer are expressly reserved.

Atforney Advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.


http://www.archernorris.com/Attorneys/AttorneysAG/collier
mailto:scollier%40archernorris.com?subject=

