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Footballs and Labradors: Wild Custody Battles
& Compromises

With High School and College Football in full action it reminded me of some of the lighter, or at least

non-traditional, custody battles that Thave been involved in.

Season Football Tickets- Iwasinvolvedin a case where the parties were arguing over who got

the season football tickets.

The tickets were secured by one party whohad been getting them for years, but were actually paid
for by the other party, soboth felt they had a legitimate claim, additionally
both genuinely wanted the tickets. It was not posturing by the wife to get a better deal or more

support. The solution was joint custody.

Each picked certain games that they would attend each year and on the onesthat both wanted to
attend they agreed toalternate even years and odd years todetermine who got to go. Another
interesting aside was that there were 2 tickets for each game. Who the guest would be was also an
issue. Neither wanted the other tobe able to take a bf/gf. The compromise there was that the other

ticket would be used by a family member or a minor friend of the children. (Minor meaning under 21,

not just small). The custody of the tickets was one of the last issues to get resolved. It really did matter.
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Dogs- In a similar vein, Thave handled several casesinvolving pets. Pets, under Mississippi law
are considered personal property (like an item or thing), however the parties are free totreat pets as

members of the family should they so elect, and many do.

The parties ultimately agreed on a week-on, week-off custody arrangement for the dog to be with
each “parent.” The agreement also addressed the expenses associated with the dog, including food,

care and vet bills. Don’t forget those items!

Almost anything can be negotiated.
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