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STATEMENT OF THE CASE:

Nature of the Case: The Court of Appeals has original jurisdiction to
compel a political party officer to perform a duty
imposed by law in connection with an election.
TEX. ELEC. CODE 88 161.009 and 273.061

Parties in the Court of Appeals: James A. Baker,
Relator

Julia Maldonado,

Candidate for Judge of Harris County District
Court 308™ District

Relator

Jared R. Woodfill, V,
Harris County Republican Party, Chairman
Respondent

Ricardo L. Ramos (“Rick Ramos”)

Candidate for Judge of Harris County District
Court 308" District

Real Party in Interest

Beverly Kaufman
Harris County Clerk
Real Party in Interest

Hope Andrade
Texas Secretary of State
Real Party in Interest



ISSUES PRESENTED:

DOES RICARDO L. RAMOS’S (“RICK RAMOS”) APPLICATION TO
PLACE HIMSELF ON THE REPUBLICAN PARTY GENERAL
PRIMARY BALLOT COMPLY WITH TEXAS ELECTION CODE?

IS JARED R. WOODFILL, V, CHAIRMAN OF HARRIS COUNTY

REPUBLICAN PARTY, UNDER ADUTY TO OMIT RICK RAMOS’S
NAME FROM THIS BALLOT?
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No. 01-10-00022-CV

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
HOUSTON, TEXAS

IN RE JAMES A. BAKER &
JULIA MALDONADO
RELATORS

Original Proceeding Requesting Extraordinary Relief

FIRST AMENDED PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS

TO THE HONORABLE JUSTICES OF THE COURT OF APPEALS:

Relators, James A. Baker and Julia Maldonado petition the Court for a Writ of
Mandamus directing Jared R. Woodfill, V, the Chairman of the Harris County
Republican Party to omit Ricardo L. Ramos (“Rick Ramos™) from the Republican Party
General Primary Ballot for District Judge for the 308™ District Family Court because
Rick Ramos’s application and petition to place himself on such ballot does not meet the

statutory requirements of Texas Election Code.



PARTIES
1. Relators are James A. Baker and Julia Maldonado.

2. Jared R. Woodfill, V, Chairman for Harris County Republican Party is

Respondent.
3. Ricardo L. Ramos (“Rick Ramos”) is a Real Party in Interest.
4, Beverly Kaufman, Harris County Clerk, is a Real Party in Interest.
5. Hope Andrade, Texas Secretary of State, is a Real Party in Interest.

REQUEST FOR ORAL ARGUMENT

Relators request that the Court set this case for oral argument.

STATEMENT OF JURISDICTION
“Court of Appeals concern[s] itself with whether law of the land was followed,
not whether parliamentary rules were followed.” See In re Dupont, 142 S.W.3d
528 (Tex.App.-Fort Worth, 2004). This Court has jurisdiction to issue a writ of
mandamus. For instance, this Court may compel a political party officer to perform a

duty imposed by law in connection with an election. See TEX. ELEC. CODE 88 161.009

and 273.061 and In re Cahill, 267 S.W.3d 104, 105 (Tex.App.-Corpus Christi, 2008).
Relator James A. Baker has a special interest as he is a Registered Republican in

Harris County, Texas and a member of the Republican National Committee Advisory

Board. Relator Julia Maldonado is a candidate for the same office as Rick Ramos.

Therefore, Relators have standing in this matter. See TEX. ELEC. CODE 88§ 273.081, In




re Jones, 978 S.W.2d 648, 651 (Tex.App.-Amarillo, 1998), and Brimer v. Maxwell, 265

S.W.3d 926, 928 (Tex.App.-Dallas, 2008).

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE
On January 4, 2010, an application was filed to place Ricardo L. Ramos (“Rick
Ramos”) on the Republican Party General Primary Ballot as a candidate for District
Judge of Harris County 308" District Family Court. Is this application invalid because it
does not meet the requirements of Texas Election Code, Section 172.021(e)? If so, must
Jared R. Woodfill, V, Chairman of Harris County Republican Party, omit Rick Ramos’s

name from the Republican Party General Primary Ballot?

STATEMENT OF THE FACTS

On January 4, 2010, an application was filed to place Ricardo L. Ramos (herein
“Rick Ramos”) on the Republican Party General Primary Ballot as a candidate for
District Judge of Harris County 308" District Family Court (herein “Application”).
Because Rick Ramos is running for District Judge in Harris County, as required under
Texas Election Code, Section 172.021(e), his Application is accompanied with a Petition
for Judicial Officer (for use in a primary election) (herein “Petition™). This Petition
consists of thirty-eight pages with signatures of registered voters (See Appendices,
Appendix 3, which is to be incorporated by reference). Of these thirty-eight pages, only
five pages designate which political party Rick Ramos is affiliated with. (See
Appendices, Appendix 3 at Pages 35-39). These five pages contain a total of thirty-five

signatures of registered voters.



On January 8, 2010, James A. Baker requested that Jared R. Woodfill, V, the
Chairman of Harris County Republican Party (herein “County Chair””), omit Rick
Ramos’s Application because it obviously did not comply with Texas Election Code (See
Appendices, Appendix 4, which is to be incorporated by reference). County Chair has

continues to refuse to perform his duty as imposed by Texas Election Code.

SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT

Ricardo L. Ramos’s (herein “Rick Ramos”) application to place himself on the
Republican Party General Primary Ballot for District Judge of Harris County 308"
District Court (herein “Application”) does not comply with Texas Election Code, Section
172.021(e) that requires the signatures of a minimum of two-hundred and fifty registered
voters to accompanying such application. Note that Rick Ramos’s Application is
accompanied with a Petition for Judicial Officer (for use in a primary election) (herein
“Petition”).

Specifically, Texas Election Code, Section 141.063(4) requires, for a signature to
be valid, that statements that are to be placed on each petition at the time of the registered
voter signing such petition. One of these statements, pursuant to Texas Election Code,
Section 172.027, is the political party’s name.

Here, only five pages of Rick Ramos’s Petition contained which political party’s
name he is affiliated with. These five pages contain a total of thirty-five signatures of
registered voters. Not having met the minimum requirement of Texas Election Code,

Section 172.021(e), Rick Ramos Application does not comply with Texas Election Code.



Pursuant to Texas Election Code, Section 172.029(d), Jared R. Woodfill, V, being
the Chairman of Harris County Republican Party (herein “County Chair”), is under a duty
to omit Rick Ramos’s name from the Republican Party General Primary Ballot for
District Judge of Harris County 308™ District Court. Having refused, persuant to Texas
Election Code, Sections 161.009 and 273.061 this Court must compel County Chair to

maintain this duty.

ARGUMENT
A. This Case Satisfies the Standard for Mandamus Relief
“Court of Appeals concern[s] itself with whether law of the land was followed,
not whether parliamentary rules were followed.” See In re Dupont, 142 S.W.3d
528 (Tex.App.-Fort Worth, 2004). Furthermore, this Court has original jurisdiction to
issue a writ of mandamus. In the instant case, this Court may compel a political party
officer to perform a duty imposed by law in connection with an election. See TEX.

ELEC. CODE 8§ 161.009 and 273.061 and In re Cahill, 267 S.W.3d 104,

105 (Tex.App.-Corpus Christi, 2008).

Here, the underlying issues revolves around County Chair refusing to maintain his
duty by omitting Rick Ramos from Republican Party General Primary as his Application
is obviously inadequate pursuant to Texas Election Code.

B. Overview of Applicable Texas Election Code

In Harris County, in an application for an individual to be placed on any party’s

general primary ballot as a candidate for district judge he or she must also attach a

Petition for Judicial Officer (for use in a primary election) containing valid signatures of



a minimum of two-hundred and fifty registered voters. See TEX. ELEC. CODE 8§

172.021(e).

For a signature to be valid, statements are to be placed on each petition at the time

of the registered voter signing such petition. See TEX. ELEC. CODE 88 141.063(4).

One of these statements is the political party’s name. See TEX. ELEC. CODE §8

172.027.
County Chair is under a duty to follow Texas Election Code. County Chair is

under a duty to review a candidates application. See TEX. ELEC. CODE 88 141.032. If

a candidate’s application is invalid, County Chair must omit his or her name from the

ballot. See TEX. ELEC. CODE 8§88 172.029(d) and In re Gamble, 71 S.W.3d 313,

321 (Tex., 2002).
This Court must compel a County Chair to maintain this duty. TEX. ELEC.

CODE 88§ 161.009 and 273.061

C. Because Rick Ramos’s Application Doesn’t Comply with Texas Election
Code, It Must be Omitted

In In re Gamble, Judge Gamble filed his application have his name placed on the
Republican primary ballot identifying the office sought as “Judge, 190" Civil Dist.
Court.” In re Gamble, 71 S.W.3d 313, 315 (Tex.,2002). Judge Gamble’s petition
accompanying his application identified “District Judge, 270" Judicial District” as the
elected office he sought. Id. Judge Gamble’s application was found not to comply with
Texas Election Code.

Here in Rick Ramos’s Application and Petition, it does not comply with Texas

Election Code, Section 172.021(e) that requires the signatures of a minimum of two-



hundred and fifty registered voters to accompanying such application. Specifically,

Texas Election Code, Section 141.063(4) requires for a signature to be valid that
statements are to be placed on each petition at the time of the registered voter signing
such petition. One of these statements, pursuant to Texas Election Code, Section 172.027,
is the political party’s name.

Here, only five pages of Rick Ramos’s petition contained the political party’s
name that he is affiliated with. These five pages contain a total of thirty-five signatures
of registered voters. Not having met the minimum requirement of Texas Election Code,
Section 172.021(e), Rick Ramos Application does not comply with Texas Election Code.

Pursuant to Texas Election Code, Section 172.029(d), Jared R. Woodfill, V, being
the Chairman of Harris County Republican Party (herein “County Chair”), is under a duty
to omit Rick Ramos’s name from the Republican Party General Primary Ballot for
District Judge of Harris County 308™ District Court. Having refused, persuant to Texas
Election Code, Sections 161.009 and 273.061 this Court must compel County Chair to

maintain this duty.

PRAYER
Relators respectfully requests that this Court grant this writ of mandamus
compelling County Chair to omit Rick Ramos’s name from the ballot of the Republican
Party Primary Election for District Judge of Harris County 308" District Court.
Since this litigation became necessary because County Chair has refused to

maintain his duty as required by Texas Election Code, Relators requests for attorney fees



and court costs, in the excess of $3,000.00 (See Appendices, Appendix 5 which is to be
incorporated by reference).

Relators requests for general relief.

Because the Primary Election is March 2, 2010 and the defects in Rick Ramos’s
Application and Petition are obvious, Relators pray that this Court will immediately grant
Relators’ First Amended Motion for Temporary Relief filed contemporaneously herein.

Relators request an oral argument.

Respectfully submitted,

DICK LAW FIRM

Eric Dick

Texas Bar #24064316

4325 Tulsa Road

Houston, Texas 77092

(832) 207-2007 Telephone

(713) 893-6931 Facsimile
Attorney for James A. Baker &
Julia Maldonado

Relators



CERTIFICATION

STE OF TEXAS

w

COUNTY OF HARRIS 8

Before me, the undersigned notary, on this day, personally appeared ERIC B.
DICK, the person who identity is known to me. After | administered an oath to them,
upon their oath they said as follows:

“My name is ERIC B. DICK, and | am capable of making this affidavit and to
testify as to facts stated herein. | am the attorney for James A. Baker and Julia Maldonda,
Relators in this cause of action. | certify that | have reviewed the First Amended Petition
for Writ of Mandamus and conclude that every factual statement therein is supported by

competent evidence included in its Appendices.”

ERIC B. DICK

Subscribed and sworn to me the undersigned notary public on the day of

January 2010.

NOTARY PUBLIC, State of Texas

My commission expires:




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

In accordance with the Texas Rules of Appellant Procedure, | certify that on the

a true copy of the above was served on the

following attorneys of record or party in the following methods:

Via Facsimile Via Facsimile

Jared R. Woodfill, V

Texas Bar #00788715 WOODFILL & PRESSLER, LLP
HCRP, Chairman Two Houston Center

3311 Richmond, Suite 218 909 Fannin Street, Suite 1470
Houston, Texas 77098 Houston, Texas 77010

(713) 838-7900 Telephone (713) 751-3080 Telephone

(713) 838-7901 Facsimile (713) 751-3058 Facsimile
Respondent

Via Facsimile

Ricardo L. Ramos (“Rick Ramos”)

Texas Bar #24027648

RICK L. RAMOS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
3040 Post Oak Blvd, Suite 1020

Houston, Texas 77056

(713) 526-5600 Telephone

(713) 623-4141 Facsimile

Real Party in Interest

Via Facsimile Via Facsimile

Beverly Kaufman Hope Andrade

Harris County District Clerk Texas Secretary of State

Post Office Box 1148 Post Office Box 12887

Houston, Texas 77251-1148 Austin, Texas 78711-2887

(713) 755-6965 Telephone (512) 463-5650 Telephone

(713) 755-4983 Facsimile (513) 475-2811 Facsimile

Real Party in Interest Real Party in Interest
As Sworn By:

DICK LAW FIRM

4325 Tulsa Road Eric Dick

Houston, Texas 77092 Texas Bar #24064316

(832) 207-2007 Telephone Attorney for James A. Baker &

(713) 893-6931 Facsimile Julia Maldonado,

Relators
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AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF TEXAS

w

COUNTY OF HARRIS 8

Before me, the undersigned notary, on this day, personally appeared JAMES A.
BAKER, the person who identity is known to me. After | administered an oath to him,
upon his oath he said as follows:

“My name is JAMES A. BAKER, | am over twenty-one years of age, | am of
sound mind, and | am capable of making this affidavit. The facts in this affidavit are true
and within my personal knowledge. | have read this First Amended Petition for Writ of
Mandamus and its Appendices, to which this affidavit is attached. | swear that all
documents in the Appendices and any factual statements in this Petition not otherwise
established by the mandamus record are authentic, within my personal knowledge, and

are true and correct.”

JAMES A. BAKER

Subscribed and sworn to me the undersigned notary public on the day of

January 2010.

NOTARY PUBLIC, State of Texas

My commission expires:
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AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF TEXAS

w

COUNTY OF HARRIS 8

Before me, the undersigned notary, on this day, personally appeared JULIA
MALDONA, the person who identity is known to me. After | administered an oath to her,
upon her oath she said as follows:

“My name is JULIA MALDONA, | am over twenty-one years of age, | am of
sound mind, and | am capable of making this affidavit. The facts in this affidavit are true
and within my personal knowledge. | have read this First Amended Petition for Writ of
Mandamus and its Appendices, to which this affidavit is attached. | swear that all
documents in the Appendices and any factual statements in this Petition not otherwise
established by the mandamus record are authentic, within my personal knowledge, and

are true and correct.”

JULIA MALDONA

Subscribed and sworn to me the undersigned notary public on the day of

January 2010.

NOTARY PUBLIC, State of Texas

My commission expires:
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Request for 2010 Primary Data @©@ y

[ hereby request copies of the following:

Candidate Name: T\?m K R& M05S

g Petitions 539 Pages m Application

Requested By: %WS Ba\ﬁer
Address:__ Q15 A valon Place . ‘PIO uston 77p/7
Phone: &= 13-2ll— (994

Date: 1/6}2010 }Q‘w%
Signeck Lo A %
7/

| | —
Amount $ @% -~ Paidby: [JCashiers Check [}Cash

Received by: @’“‘ﬁ/

./
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January 8, 2010

Jared Woodfill, Esq.
Harris County Republican Party
3311 Richmond Avenue, Suite 218
Houston, Texas 77098
Re: Petition of Rick Ramos for 308" District Court.
Dear Mr. Woodfill:

I am writing to bring to your attention irregularities in the Petition in Lieu of Filing Fee
referenced above.

The petition filed by Mr. Ramos is fatally defective because it fails to comply with the
express requirements of the Texas Election Code.

Under Section 172.027 of the Code, the party name must appear in the petition. On 33 of
the pages of Mr. Ramos’ petition he does not name either the Republican or Democratic Party.

The petition of Mr. Ramos contains signatures from Colorado and Montgomery County
voters, and without those signatures his petition does not contain the number required by the
Code.

More than fifteen percent of the persons who purportedly signed Mr. Ramos’ petition are
not registered voters.

Many of the pages in the petition contain blanks in which required information has not
been completed. At least one page of the petition does not disclose the month when the primary
is to be held. Many of the pages of the petition do not name the office for which he is running.
At least one of the pages of the petition is missing the date on which the persons signed.

Mr. Ramos’ legal name is Ricardo Ramos. His petition is in the name of “Rick” Ramos.

If the Harris County Republican policy certifies Mr. Ramos’ petition I intend to challenge
Mr. Ramos’ candidacy in Court as permitted by Section 161.009 of the Election Code.

Sincerely,

James A. Baker

James A. Baker P.O. Box 131608 Houston, Texas 77219-1608 Office 713-261-1994 Cell 832-657-4424
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ATTORNEY’S FEES AFFIDAVIT OF ERIC B. DICK
THE STATE OF TEXAS  §
COUNTY OF HARRIS g

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared ERIC B.
DICK, known to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the following
instrument, and acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the purposes and
consideration therein expressed.

1. My name is Eric B. Dick. | am over the age of twenty-one (21) and am capable of
making this Affidavit. The facts stated in this Affidavit are within my personal
knowledge and are true and correct.

2. | am the founder of my law firm, the Dick Law Firm in Houston, Texas. | have
an extensive education and a wide range of legal experience.

For example, | was the only intern (one of two people) working with the Master
Settlement Agreement for the state of Michigan. The Master Settlement Agreement is an
agreement with the seven largest tobacco companies to pay forty-six states an estimated
two-hundred-and-six billion dollars. This agreement is the largest civil settlement in
United States history.

I received a scholarship for academic performance and graduated cum laude from
Thomas M. Cooley Law School — the largest law school in the United States, ranked by
Judging Law Schools as twelfth for “Overall Rankings 2008,” and ranked by Princeton
Review as sixth for having “Most Competitive Students.” In law school | was active in

both Moot Court and Mock Trial.



After law school, I interned with the Welfare Fraud division of Harris County
District Attorney’s Office. Currently, | am completing an LLM in Taxation at the
University of Alabama — ranked eleventh among public law schools and thirty-second
among all law school in the nation, according to U.S. News and World Report’s 2009
edition of its annual “Best Graduate Schools” publication.

I have substantial experience writing a Petition for Writ of Mandamus.

As an attorney who has practiced in Harris County and its surrounding counties. |
am familiar with the usual and customary fees which are charged in the Houston, Harris
County area for services of the type that have been rendered in this case.

3. | was hired by James A. Baker and Julia Maldonado (“Relators”) to represent
them in this dispute. It is customary in the Houston, Harris County greater area for
clients to be charged an hourly rate for legal services in cases such as this. | am familiar
with the legal issues involved in this matter.

4. The legal services provided or to be provided for Relators as a result of the

Respondent refusing his duty to omit Rick Ramos from the ballot may include the

following:
a. Prepare and Amend Petition for Writ of Mandamus;
b. Prepare a motion seeking extraordinary relief;
C. Review Respondent or Real Parties in Interest’s response, if any, to such
writ;
d. Prepare a counter-response;
e. Oral argument; and

f. If necessary, appeal to the Supreme Court of Texas.



5. | am familiar with the following factors under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of
Professional Conduct 1.04, which should be considered when determining the
reasonableness of a fee:

a. The time and labor required, the novelty and difficulty of the questions

involved, and the skill requisite to perform the legal service properly;

b. The likelihood, if apparent to the client, that the acceptance of the

particular employment will preclude other employment by the lawyer;

C. The fee customarily charged in the locality for similar legal services;
d. The amount involved and the results obtained,

e. The time limitations imposed by the client or the circumstances;

f. The nature and length of the professional relationship with the client;
g. The experience, reputation, and ability of the lawyer or lawyers

performing the services; and
h. Whether the fee is fixed or contingent on results obtained or uncertainties
of collection before legal services have been rendered.
6. My hourly rate is currently $175.00 per hour. Based on my qualifications,
education, and experience as a lawyer in the greater Harris County, Houston, Texas area,
these rates are customary and more than reasonable.
7. | periodically need the assistance of a law clerk or a paralegal in representing my
client in this matter.
8. In this matter, | estimate that from Respondent refusing his duty to omit Rick
Ramos from the ballot my client will occur in excess of $3,000 in attorney fees, related

expenses, and court costs (see attached exhibit which is to be incorporated by reference).



Further Affiant Sayeth Not.

By:

Eric B. Dick

SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME on this

By:

Notary Public in the State of Texas
My Commission Expires: July 17, 2012

Affidavit - Page 4 of 4
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TEXAS ELECTION CODE
§ 141.032. REVIEW OF APPLICATION; NOTICE TO CANDIDATE.

(a) On the filing of an application for a place on
the ballot, the authority with whom the application is
filed shall review the application to determine whether it
complies with the requirements as to form, content, and
procedure that it must satisfy for the candidate®s name to
be placed on the ballot.

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), the review
shall be completed not later than the fifth day after the
date the application is received by the authority.

(c) If an application is accompanied by a petition,
the petition is considered part of the application, and the
review shall be completed as soon as practicable after the
date the application is received by the authority.

However, the petition is not considered part of the
application for purposes of determining compliance with the
requirements applicable to each document, and a deficiency
in the requirements for one document may not be remedied by
the contents of the other document.

(d) A determination under this section that an
application complies with the applicable requirements does
not preclude a subsequent determination that the
application does not comply, subject to Section 141.034.

(e) If an application does not comply with the
applicable requirements, the authority shall reject the
application and immediately deliver to the candidate
written notice of the reason for the rejection.

() This section does not apply to a determination
of a candidate"s eligibility.
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TEXAS ELECTION CODE

§ 141.063. VALIDITY OF SIGNATURE.

(a) A signature on a petition i1s valid i1f:

(1) except as otherwise provided by this code,
the signer, at the time of signing, is a registered voter
of the territory from which the office sought i1s elected or
has been issued a registration certificate for a
registration that will become effective in that territory
on or before the date of the applicable election;

(2) the petition includes the following
information with respect to each signer:

(A) the signer®s residence address;

(B) the signer~s date of birth or the
signer"s voter registration number and, If the territory
from which signatures must be obtained is situated in more
than one county, the county of registration;

(C) the date of signing; and

(D) the signer~s printed name;

(3) the part of the petition in which the
signature appears contains the affidavit required by
Section 141.065;

(4) each statement that is required by this
code to appear on each page of the petition appears, at the
time of signing, on the page on which the signhature 1is
entered; and

(5) any other applicable requirements
prescribed by this code for a signature®s validity are
complied with.

(b) The signature is the only information that is
required to appear on the petition in the signer"s own
handwriting.

(c) The use of ditto marks or abbreviations does not
invalidate a signature 1Tt the required information is
reasonably ascertainable.

(d) The omission of the state from the signer®s
residence address does not invalidate a signature unless
the political subdivision from which the signature is
obtained is situated iIn more than one state. The omission
of the zip code from the address does not invalidate a
signature.
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TEXAS ELECTION CODE

§ 161.009. PARTY OFFICER SUBJECT TO MANDAMUS. The
performance of a duty placed by this code on an officer of
a political party is enforceable by writ of mandamus in the
same manner as If the party officer were a public officer.
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TEXAS ELECTION CODE
§ 172.021. APPLICATION REQUIRED.

(a) To be entitled to a place on the general primary
election ballot, a candidate must make an application for a
place on the ballot.

(b) An application must, in addition to complying
with Section 141.031, be accompanied by the appropriate
Tfiling fee or a petition in lieu of the filing fee that
satisfies the requirements prescribed by Section 141.062.
A political party may not require payment of a fee as a
condition to applying for a place on the ballot as a
candidate for county chailr or precinct chair.

(c) An application filed by mail is considered to be
filed at the time of its receipt by the appropriate
authority.

(d) The circulation of a petition to be filed under
this subchapter in connection with a candidate"s
application for a place on the ballot does not constitute
candidacy or an announcement of candidacy for purposes of
the automatic resignation provisions of Article XVI,
Section 65, or Article XI, Section 11, of the Texas
Constitution.

(e) A candidate for an office specified by Section
172.024(a)(8), (10), or (12), or for justice of the peace
in a county with a population of more than 850,000, who
chooses to pay the filing fee must also accompany the
application with a petition for a place on the primary
ballot as a candidate for judicial office that complies
with the requirements prescribed for the petition
authorized by Subsection (b), except that the minimum
number of signatures that must appear on the petition



required by this subsection is 250. If the candidate
chooses to Tile the petition authorized by Subsection (b)
in lieu of the filing fee, the minimum number of signatures
required for that petition is increased by 250. Signatures
on a petition filed under this subsection or Subsection (b)
by a candidate covered by this subsection may not be
obtained on the grounds of a county courthouse or
courthouse annex.

() A political party"s state executive committee by
rule may require that an application for the office of
county chailr be accompanied by a nominating petition
containing the signatures of at least 10 percent of the
incumbent precinct chairs serving on the county executive
committee.

(g) A candidate for the office of chief justice or
justice, supreme court, or presiding judge or judge, court
of criminal appeals, who chooses to pay the filing fee must
also accompany the application with a petition that
complies with the requirements prescribed for a petition
authorized by Subsection (b), except that the minimum
number of signatures that must appear on the petition
required by this subsection is 50 from each court of
appeals district.
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TEXAS ELECTION CODE

8§ 172.027. STATEMENT ON PETITION. The following

statement must appear at the top of each page of a petition
to be filed under Section 172.021: ™1 know that the
purpose of this petition is to entitle (insert candidate"s
name) to have his or her name placed on the ballot for the
office of (insert office title, including any place number
or other distinguishing number) for the (insert political
party"s name) primary election. 1 understand that by
signing this petition 1 become ineligible to vote iIn a
primary election or participate in a convention of another
party, including a party not holding a primary election,
during the voting year in which this primary election 1is
held.™
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TEXAS ELECTION CODE
§ 172.029. LIST OF CANDIDATES.

(a) For each general primary election, the state
chair and each county chair shall prepare a list containing
the name of each candidate who files an application for a
place on the ballot with the chair, as the name is to
appear on the ballot, and containing the candidate®s
address as shown on the application.

(b) The candidates®™ names must be grouped on the
list according to office.

(c) Not later than the 10th day after the date of
the regular filing deadline for candidates® applications,
the state chair shall deliver the chair®s list to the
secretary of state, and each county chair shall deliver a
copy of the chair®s list to the county clerk, the state
chair, and the secretary of state.

(d) A candidate®s name must be omitted from the list
if, before delivery of the list, the candidate withdraws,
dies, or i1s declared i1neligible, or 1f the candidate"s
application is determined not to comply with the applicable
requirements.

(e) The secretary of state and each county clerk
shall retain each list received until the day after general
primary election day.
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TEXAS ELECTION CODE

§ 273.061. JURISDICTION. The supreme court or a court of
appeals may issue a writ of mandamus to compel the
performance of any duty imposed by law in connection with
the holding of an election or a political party convention,
regardless of whether the person responsible for performing
the duty is a public officer.
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TEXAS ELECTION CODE

§ 273.081. INJUNCTION. A person who is being harmed or is
in danger of being harmed by a violation or threatened
violation of this code is entitled to appropriate

injunctive relief to prevent the violation from continuing
Oor occurring.
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