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More than 35 million people worldwide are suffering from Alzheimer’s disease 
or dementia, and that number is expected to triple by 2050. 
 
That’s the forecast in a new report, the World Alzheimer’s Report, produced by 
Alzheimer’s Disease International and reported in an article on CNN.com. 
 
The reason is that people are living longer. 
 
The burden of the disease hits the patients as well as the caregivers.  
 
The Alzheimer’s Association predicts that by 2050 U.S. costs for caring for 
people with dementia will hit $1.2 trillion, twice the amount spent in 2010. 
 
This is a special problem because the numbers of seniors are outstripping the 
numbers of working people who support them.  
 
The report lists four areas where specific actions could lead to improvements 
in quality of care and seven strategies where care can be made more 
affordable.  
 
It notes that caregivers share many traits: they do demanding work with no 
training or preparation; they are underpaid and undervalued; professional 
caregivers are underpaid; family members aren’t even paid and often burn out.  
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