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Lab Errors: These Mistakes Can Be Deadly

By Catherine Bertram - 08/09,/2010

An article in the Boston Globe last week, by Jonathan Salzman, reports that a
lawsuit has been filed by a patient who had surgery to remove his prostate
after being told that he had prostate cancer. Our blog mentioned this case
last week. The surgery left him incontinent. Tragically, he did not have
prostate cancer. It was a lab error. The lab technician mistakenly mixed up his
results with that of another patient. As a result, this patient had a surgery he
did not need and must now wear adult diapers and live with the consequences.
Another patient reportedly had an eight month delay in the treatment of his
prostate cancer due to a lab mix up. He was told he was cancer free but that
was incorrect. He actually had cancer and was not treated for eight month.
The article reports that by the time he was informed of the mix up the cancer
had spread to his lymph node.

Lab errors can be devastating to patients and can negatively impact the
patient's chances of survival and require additional treatment. We have this
type of cases pending right now and we have the experience to understand how
hospitals should label and track these types of results and what safety
measures should be put in place to avoid these tragic occurrences.
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