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TACA Airlines passenger sues after El Salvador runway crash

12/14/2010 COMMENTS (2)

An El Salvador-based airline was negligent when one of its pilots attempted to land the aircraft on a short runway in a “wholly 

unsafe” manner, an injured passenger alleges in a California federal court lawsuit. 

Bryan Cunningham was on board TACA International Airlines’ Flight 390 from El Salvador to Honduras in May 2008 when the plane 

overshot the runway at Toncontin Airport. 

According to Cunningham's complaint in the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California, the runway is short — only 

5,300 feet — and there is a cliff-like ravine within a few yards of the end of the runway. 

The high altitude of the airport requires planes to take a steep approach to land on the short runway, the complaint says. 

Cunningham says the pilot of his flight had overshot the beginning of the runway twice but on the second attempt “made the fatal 

decision to land anyway.” 

The wheels touched down halfway down the length of the wet runway, he says, causing the aircraft to shoot over the ravine and 

down onto the paved street below. 

The plane’s fuselage broke into three pieces, the complaint says, and the accident killed several passengers and the pilot.  In 

addition, three cars were crushed by the aircraft, killing two people. 

The plaintiff says several of the plane’s safety devices that were intended to help passengers deplane in the event of an emergency 
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/California_Litigation/Insight/2010/12_-_December/TACA_Airlines_passenger_sues_after_El_Salvador_runway_crash/ (1 of 3)1/10/2011 10:41:47 AM

http://westlawnews.thomson.com/CALit/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fCALit%2fInsight%2fViewInsight.aspx%3fid%3d4909%26LangType%3d1033
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/CALit/Help.aspx
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/CALit/
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/CALit/
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/CALit/News/
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/CALit/Insight/
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/CALit/LegalMaterials/
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/linkOut.aspx?linkType=Find&cite=2010%20WL%204955832&site=CALit
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/California_Litigation/Insight/Media/2011/01_-_January/Cal_Edison_v__Arizona_Electric_Power_Cooperative/
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/California_Litigation/Insight/Media/2011/01_-_January/Cal_Edison_v__Arizona_Electric_Power_Cooperative/
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/linkOut.aspx?linkType=Find&cite=25%20No.%2010%20WJEMP%201
http://westlawnews.thomson.com/linkOut.aspx?linkType=Find&cite=25%20No.%2010%20WJEMP%201


TACA Airlines passenger sues after El Salvador runway crash

In-house vs. outsourcing: 
What’s the best method to 
streamline your company’s e-

discovery processes?  

West's January 14 California 
Newsletter 

Carijano v. Occidental 
Petroleum (9th Cir.) 

Man agrees to pay $250,000 
for sharing porn films online 

Oracle life science firms 
infringe Druglogic patents, 
suit says 

Nevada high court rules 6-1 
against Goodyear on $30 
million verdict in rollover 
crash case 

Divided 9th Circuit panel 
affirms parole of 
'rehabilitated' prisoner 

West's January 7 California 
Newsletter 

failed to function or were not working properly. 

Cunningham argues the pilot was negligent in attempting to land after overshooting the short runway and failed to maintain proper 

control in order to bring the plane to a safe stop. 

The plaintiff also takes issue with what he says were the lack of safety devices on the plane to assist passengers in an emergency. 

The plaintiffs are represented by Ronald L.M. Goldman and Kate E. Gillespie of Baum Hedlund Aristei & Goldman in Los Angeles. 

Cunningham v. TACA International Airlines et al., No. 2:10-cv-09164-SVW-FMO, complaint filed (C.D. Calif. Nov. 29, 2010). 

Comments (2) 

12/16/2010 9:02:56 AM by Anonymous

The name of the airport is: Toncontín International Airport (IATA: TGU, ICAO: MHTG). Where does it say that this happened 

outside Honduras?

12/14/2010 9:11:56 PM by Anonymous

The runway is in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. The crash occurred in Honduras. Check your facts.
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