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What Makes a Good Expert Witness in Court Reporting? 
 
A court reporting service will see many types of witnesses in the course of their work, but one specific 
type is very unique.  The expert witness stands apart as the only person allowed to give their opinions 
on a case without being involved in it.  But what makes a good expert witness? 
 
An expert witness has a very specific role to fill in depositions.  While most of the witnesses are there 
because they have some specific knowledge and experience of the case at hand, the expert witness 
is the opposite.  The ideal expert witness will have no prior knowledge of the case so that their 
opinion is purely analytical and unbiased.  As any good court reporting firm will tell you, having an 
impartial expert witness is crucial to the validity of the information they provide and the outcome of the 
case.  A witness who is prejudiced can be found out by the opposing counsel and be pronounced 
incapable of being useful to the case. 
 
One of the most important hallmarks of an expert witness is their qualifications.  No matter what their 
profession is, from doctor to private investigator and everything in between, the witness must possess 
expertise in that field which makes their opinion on the matter informed and superior to common 
knowledge.  Qualifications can include published works on the subject, experience in the field, 
degrees and awards, and various other achievements.  However, the witness is restricted in their 
testimony to subject matter that concerns their individual area of expertise.  Their opinions will be 
weighed and questioned by the opposing counsel, who will try to undermine their authority as an 
expert and cast doubt on their ability to contribute anything to the depositions or litigations. 
 
The best way to use an expert witness in court reporting is to use their input to build support for your 
argument.  For instance, if a person is suing a company for an injury that they sustained because of a 
dangerous construction site, it would help to have a construction expert on hand to explain what the 
safety codes are and why the company would be at fault if certain conditions were not met.  Likewise, 
a doctor could bring their experience to bear on an illness that keeps an employee from working and 
whether they have a legitimate claim to disability insurance.  If both counsels can come to an 
agreement on the qualifications ahead of time, it can save time and money on having multiple expert 
witnesses for individual depositions.  
 
Finding an expert witness with the right qualifications is crucial.  If you have an expert witness, they 
can provide specific knowledge that can help your case and make the best of your court reporting 
services.      
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