The Shapiro Law Group

450 Skokie Blvd., Suite 502,
Northbrook, IL 60062
Phone: (847) 564-0712
Fax: (847) 564-0871
consult@ronaldshapiro.com

PRACTICE AREAS Traveling as a Dual Citizen

BUSINESS Posted: July 21st, 2010

Citizenship, like membership, has its privileges. But “dual” citizenship also
L-1 Visas has its pitfalls for those who are traveling from country to country.

H-1B For instance, dual citizens who pull out two passports may be rebuked
H-1B Transfers by a Customs and Border Protection Officer and told to get rid of one of
Visas their passports, even though the Department of State has affirmed that
U.S. law does not require a person to choose between having citizenship
TN Visas (NAFTA) with the United States and another country. This confusion exists in part
Special Visas for Other Countries because the Immigration and Nationality Act does make it unlawful for a
Australia U.S. citizen to use the passport of another country to enter or exit the U.S.

Chile / SingaporeE-1 Similarly, foreign countries often require that their citizens use their
E-1 Visas domestic passports to enter and exit those countries.

E-2 Visas It is, therefore, wise to use the passport of the country you are entering
PERM Labor Certification or exiting when traveling if you want to avoid a confrontation or delay
caused by confusion with customs officers.

HOSPITALS /HEALTHCARE Generally speaking, you can probably keep your dual citizenship (if
H-1C Visas the laws of both countries permit it and there is no question of divided
loyalty due to war). You can keep both of your passports as well, but in
order to avoid trouble, you should be sure to use the passports of and
follow the rules of the country in which you are traveling at all times.

H-1B Visas for Doctors

FAMILY For more information about citizenship, dual citizenship or the laws of

Spouse / Fiancee Visas immigration, please feel free to check out our Website or call us at (847)

Permanent Residence for Family 564-0712.
Within U.S.

Naturalization / Citizenship

AMNESTY
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