
First Child to Become a Naturalized US Citizen Overseas 

 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL STATION, JAPAN – Martin Miles Ulsano, age 7, the child of a member of the U.S. Navy, 

today recited the Oath of Allegiance at a naturalization ceremony held here in the Chapel of Hope. In doing so, 

he became the newest citizen of the United States, and the first child naturalized overseas. 

Martin, who was born and raised in Japan, is the son of Eugeline and Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Caesar 

Ulsano. Caesar, who is originally from the Philippines, became a naturalized citizen in 2004 in Hawaii.  

“The successful first naturalization of a child overseas reflects the exemplary work of U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Services employees in Korea and the military unit at our Nebraska Service Center,” said Mike Aytes, 

USCIS Acting Deputy Director. This also reflects the great teamwork between USCIS’ domestic and international 

operations divisions. 

James Zumwalt, the Charge D'Affaires from the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo, delivered the keynote speech.  Kenneth 

Sherman, Director of USCIS’ field office in Seoul, Korea, presided over the ceremony and administered the Oath 

of Allegiance to Ulsano and the 62 active duty service members and nine military spouses stationed in the 

Pacific, who also became new citizens.  

The new citizens come from diverse backgrounds, hailing from China, Columbia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 

El Salvador, England, France, Ghana, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Mexico, Morocco, 

Philippines, Romania, and Vietnam.  

The National Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal Year 2008 permits children of U.S service members to receive 

their citizenship overseas where their parent is stationed even though the child may never have been in the 

United States.  Previous immigration law required these children to be physically present within the United States 

to naturalize.  
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