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A 17-year-old from Oklahoma lost part of his leg in a tragic Florida boating accident earlier this 

month. The teen was riding on a rented personal watercraft (PWC) when he collided with a boat, 

according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 

The accident marks the latest in a series of jet ski accidents this summer, many of which have 

resulted in serious injuries and even death. As Fort Myers injury attorneys, we can’t help but 

wonder if these accidents could have been prevented. 

In the most recent accident, the injured teen was riding on a rented jet ski. Companies in Florida 

are prohibited from renting a PWC to anyone under 18 years of age. However, children 14 years 

or older may operate a rented PWC, as long as someone 18 or older rented it. 

Under Florida’s boating laws, companies renting PWC must also make sure that riders know 

how to operate the jet ski safely. This includes providing on-the-water demonstration and 

conducting a check ride to evaluate the proficiency of renters. This instruction must include, at a 

minimum, operational characteristics of the vessel, safe operation and right-of-way, operator 

responsibilities, and local waterway characteristics. This is particularly important when it comes 

to young riders. 

In addition, companies must display safety information on the proper operation of a PWC. The 

information must include: propulsion, steering and stopping characteristics of jet pump vessels, 

the location and content of warning labels, how to re-board a PWC, the applicability of the 

Navigation Rules to PWC operation, problems with seeing and being seen by other boaters, 

reckless operation, and noise, nuisance and environmental concerns. 

It is unclear if the company renting the jet ski involved in this accident followed the Florida 

boating laws described above. At this time, the accident is still under investigation.  

 

About Carmen Dellutri: 

The Dellutri Law Group, P.A. provides aggressive and innovative representation for the 
victims of personal injury, wrongful death, and medical malpractice. Additionally, we 
represent the interests of Individual seeking a modification for  their mortgages. 
Likewise, we represent Debtors in Bankruptcy and victims of Consumer Fraud.  



 
At the Dellutri Law Group, P.A. our entire staff works hard to earn the respect and trust 
of our Clients, peers and members of the community. We stress communication with 
our Clients, and we rely on their input at all stages of their case. We believe a Client 
deserves to be treated with respect, and we treat our Clients with the respect that we 
would like to be treated with. 
 
We will always work with our peers toward resolution of a dispute in the most ethical 
manner, without jeopardizing our Client’s legal rights.  
 
The Dellutri Law Group, P.A. is also known for its generosity and involvement in 
community affairs. Serving our Clients is this firm’s most important responsibility. We 
place a high priority on the responsiveness of attorneys and paralegals. Our strategy 
also includes the process of assembling the right talent and experience at the right time 
– what we call the Team Approach. We have divided the firm into two teams: 
Bankruptcy and Litigation. 
 


