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Louisiana malpractice fund may not cover claims against 
neurosurgeon

A Louisiana neurosurgeon may face multiple lawsuits after the fund that normally 

handles malpractice claims in the state said it might not cover the cases.

Dr. Ravish Patwardhan already has had to surrender his surgical privileges in 

September over concerns about the speed of his surgeries, the number of surgeries he 

performed annually and the amount of followup care he provided. Now the state’s 
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compensation fund says that if it decides Patwardhan intentionally caused harm to 

patients, he’s on his own.

In Louisiana, malpractice claims involving negligence or lack of medical skill are not 

filed against physicians directly. Instead, they are filed against the Louisiana Patients 

Compensation Fund, which physicians pay into in return for malpractice coverage. 

Such claims are capped at $500,000. However, the fund won’t cover cases if it 

determines that the physician intentionally harmed the patient. A panel of experts will 

review the claims made against Patwardhan, a process that could take as long as 2 

years.

The case is unusual because usually people can sue only after a panel finishes its 

work. However, John Hammons, the attorney who is handling about 100 potential 

malpractice claims against Patwardhan, sued both Patwardhan and the fund directly 

after being notified that the claims might not be covered under Louisiana malpractice 

law.  

Earlier this year, Hammons reported his concerns about Patwardhan to the Louisiana 

State Board of Medical Examiners, triggering an investigation that led to the board 

suspending Dr. Patwardhan's right to practice surgery.

Source: The Shreveport Times
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People interested in learning more about our firm's legal services, including medical  

malpractice in Washington, D.C., Maryland and Virginia, may ask questions or send us 

information about a particular case by phone or email. There is no charge for 

contacting us regarding your inquiry. A malpractice attorney will respond within 24 

hours.

All contents copyrighted 2010 Patrick Malone & Associates except where copyright 

held by others. Reproduction in any form prohibited except where expressly granted.

Patrick A. Malone
Patrick Malone & Associates, P.C.
1331 H Street N.W.
Suite 902
Washington, DC 20005

pmalone@patrickmalonelaw.com
www.patrickmalonelaw.com
202-742-1500
202-742-1515 (fax)

Copyright 2010 Patrick Malone

../../../C:%5CDocuments%20and%20Settings%5CJessica%20Corbitt%5CLocal%20Settings%5CTemporary%20Internet%20Files%5CContent.IE5%5C5D1JFLC0%5Cwww.patrickmalonelaw.com
mailto:pmalone@patrickmalonelaw.com
http://www.patrickmalonelaw.com/
http://www.patrickmalonelaw.com/lawyer-attorney-1288545.html
http://www.patrickmalonelaw.com/
http://www.patrickmalonelaw.com/

