The U.S. Court of Federal Claims recently denied the Government’s motion for a more definite statement in a
breach-of-trust suit brought by the Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma and a companion class action on behalf of
members of the tribe, stating:

Defendant argues that it “has insufficient knowledge of exactly what plaintiffs believe the United
States did wrong.” Def.’s Reply 4. Under Rule 8, “a short and plain statement of the claim showing
that the pleader is entitled to relief” satisfies the notice pleading requirements. Defendant has in its
possession both the Quapaw Analysis and the “database in which up to half-a-million documents
were collected and analyzed” to create the Quapaw Analysis. Opp’n 18. Accordingly, Defendant’s
argument that it has “insufficient knowledge” concerning the actual leases in Plaintiffs’ third claim
fails to persuade the Court that a more definite statement is appropriate. See Fed. Air Marshals, 74
Fed. Cl. at 488 (“[c]onsidering defendant has control over the[] records itself, it can easily access
those documents during discovery . . . [tlherefore the court denies defendant’s Motion for a More
Definite Statement.”).

The CFC orders in the two cases are here and here.

Although the court dismissed one claim on statute of limitations grounds and an alternative claim that did not
ripen, it left intact the majority of the Indians’ breach-of-trust claims.And the single claim that was dismissed
will be tried in another suit brought by the Quapaw—this one a congressional reference case in which the
statute of limitations does not apply. The complaint in that case is here.

The information and materials on this web site are provided for general informational purposes only and are
not intended to be legal advice. The law changes frequently and varies from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. Being
general in nature, the information and materials provided may not apply to any specific factual or legal set of
circumstances or both.


http://www.marzulla.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Order-re-Quapaw-Motion-to-Dismiss-7-16-13.pdf
http://www.marzulla.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Order-re-Goodeagle-Motion-to-Dismiss-7-16-13.pdf
http://www.marzulla.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Quapaw-Complaint.pdf

