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Michigan has a complicated automobile accident threshold law, with specific exceptions and 

rules that relate to victims of traumatic brain injury (TBI).  It is absolutely critical that these 

exceptions and rules be followed, or a victim of TBI can have her case literally thrown out of 

court.  Some of these guidelines must be adhered to by the victims themselves, and some must be 

followed by lawyers representing them. Yet none of this has been made widely available in 

public for accident victims and lawyers to understand.  

Approximately 2 million people suffer traumatic brain injury every year in the United States — 

principally from car accidents, according to the National Institutes of Health. The organization 

also notes that TBI is the leading cause of long-term disability among children and young adults. 

Yet there has been no resource, until now, that explains Michigan’s laws as they specifically 

relate to TBI, and the rules and exceptions that apply when someone suffers a brain injury from 

an auto accident.  

Lawyers who represent victims of traumatic brain injury have a special obligation, because TBI 

can be utterly devastating, yet difficult to prove. We have to do everything we can to perfect our 

ability to help people both in and out of the courtroom as well.  Many personal injury lawyers 

may miss traumatic brain injury, causing clients with very real brain injuries to be severely 

undercompensated in TBI lawsuits from auto accidents. 

The “mild traumatic brain injury” case may be one of the most challenging types of cases a 

personal injury lawyer can take. It’s easy to understand the inclination of some lawyers with a 

“good” car accident case that has serious personal injuries to say, “Why bother? Why not ‘keep 

the case clean’ and prevent a lot of additional work, cost and aggravation?” 

The answer is you are possibly losing millions of dollars by failing to document all of your 

client’s injuries. 

If you are representing someone who has suffered serious physical injuries in a car 

accident, it’s likely the client already has a brain injury. Serious physical injury cases that 

cause long periods of chronic pain are brain injury cases. Whether the initial trauma from an 

accident causes a brain injury, or whether chronic pain from serious physical injuries or surgeries 

for the accident causes chemical and organic changes to the brain itself, the result is still brain 

injury.  Focusing only on physical injuries ignores the potentially disabling cognitive and 

emotional consequences that often result. 
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Make no mistake, the brain injury is there. Traumatic brain injury is called the “silent epidemic” 

by many doctors and lawyers familiar with TBI because of the vast number of people who live 

with some form of disability caused by traumatic brain injury. According to the National 

Institutes of Health, there are approximately 300,000 hospital admissions in the U.S. every year 

for people with TBI, and an additional unknown number of traumatic brain injuries that are not 

diagnosed but may result in long-term disability. 

We as traumatic brain injury attorneys owe it to the public to better understand TBI and medicine 

so we can serve as more effective advocates for the injured. 

Michigan Auto Law has released a comprehensive resource center to protect victims of car 

accidents and truck accidents who have suffered traumatic brain injury, as well as attorneys 

handling traumatic brain injury cases, on www.michiganautolaw.com. 

The Michigan Traumatic Brain Injury Lawyer Resource Center includes legal resources on TBI, 

steps to take after an accident that causes TBI, the definition of traumatic brain injury and TBI 

symptoms. 
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