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Laws aim to prevent injuries from accumulated ice on 
trucks 
July 14, 2011 by Admin - BN  

 

Ice that accumulates on commercial vehicles such as trucks can prevent a dangerous hazard to other 
motorists on the road. In fact, last year, an Illinois man suffered severe facial injuries when ice blew off of 
a passing truck and crashed into his windshield, shattering it into pieces. A similar situation occurred in 
Massachusetts earlier this year. 

Incidents like these are what prompted the legislature in Suffolk County, New York to enact a new law 
designed to protect innocent motorists. The law requires that operators of commercial vehicles remove 
accumulated snow and ice before traveling on public roadways. As explained in this Huntington Patch 
article, the law does not apply to snow and ice that accumulates while the vehicle is being operated and 
the penalties for failure to comply with the law increase if an injury occurs due to failure to comply: 

The law exempts drivers already on the road during a storm when ice accumulation occurs on vehicles 
and does not apply to parked vehicles, school buses, public transit buses and paratransit vehicles… 

Failure to comply to the new law will result in a $150 fine. If personal injury or property damage results 
from the failure to properly clear vehicles, fines between $500 and $1,500 may apply. The legislation 
prevents commercial vehicle owners from passing fines to workers. 

Although the Suffolk County law is the first of this kind in New York state, Suffolk County, New York is not 
the only jurisdiction concerned with this problem. Many other states have also passed similar laws, 
including New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut and the District of 
Columbia. 

Hopefully more states will follow this example. As the cases above show, ice and snow build up on large 
commercial vehicles, like trucks, creates a dangerous hazard for unsuspecting motorists that share the 

http://www.ankinlaw.com/workers-compensation�
http://www.ankinlaw.com/personal-injury�
http://www.ankinlaw.com/motor-vehicle-accidents�
http://www.ankinlaw.com/wrongful-death�
http://www.ankinlaw.com/social-security-disability�
http://www.ankinlaw.com/class-action-lawsuits�
mailto:howard@ankinlaw.com�
http://www.ankinlaw.com/�
http://www.thechicago-injury-lawyer.com/�
http://www.thechicago-injury-lawyer.com/2011/07/laws-aim-to-prevent-injuries-from-accumulated-ice-on-trucks/�
http://www.thechicago-injury-lawyer.com/2011/07/laws-aim-to-prevent-injuries-from-accumulated-ice-on-trucks/�
http://www.thechicago-injury-lawyer.com/author/admin-bn/�
http://archive.chicagobreakingnews.com/2010/01/peter-morano-aurora-semi-trailer-truck-snow-ice-injury-surgery-stitches-butterfield-road.html�
http://www.nashuatelegraph.com/news/911115-196/flying-ice-causes-greenville-accident.html�
http://huntington.patch.com/articles/new-law-enacted-to-protect-drivers-during-winter-weather�


 

 
 

 
 ANKIN LAW  OFFICE LLC 

Chicago W orkers  Compens at ion |  Ch icago Persona l  I n ju ry   |  Ch ic ago Motor  Veh ic le  Acc idents  

Ch icago W rongfu l  Deat h |  Ch icago Soc ia l  Sec ur i t y  D i sab i l i t y  |  Ch icago Class  Act ion  Lawsui ts  

 

Ankin Law Office LLC 
Protecting the Rights of Injured Workers 

 

162 W Grand Ave 
Chicago, Illinois 60654, United States 

Tel: 312-346-8780 or  800-442-6546  
Fax: 312-346-8781 
Email: howard@ankinlaw.com  
Website: www.ankinlaw.com  
Blog: www.thechicago-injury-lawyer.com  
 

road with these vehicles. Requiring the drivers to take the simple step of clearing off their vehicles is a 
simple step toward preventing traffic accidents and making the roads safer for everyone. 

Howard Ankin of Ankin Law Office LLC (www.ankinlaw.com) handles  workers’ compensation and 
personal injury cases. Mr. Ankin can be reached at (312) 346-8780 and howard@ankinlaw.com. 
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