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Food Safety Bill Defeated in House 

Written On July 30, 2009 By Bob Kraft 

The AP reports, “The House defeated a far-reaching food safety bill Wednesday after farm-state 

lawmakers complained it would be too invasive and others said it was pushed to the floor too quickly.” 

The measure “was considered under a suspension of House rules and needed a two-thirds vote for 

passage. The 280-150 vote was just a few shy of that threshold.” Majority Democrats “quickly scheduled 

another vote on the bill — under normal House rules, in which only a simple majority is needed — for 

Thursday.” 

The Wall Street Journal notes that “the legislation would allow the FDA to order recalls of tainted foods, 

set production standards to prevent contamination and tell companies how to keep records so outbreaks 

of food-borne illnesses can be traced more easily. The measure would also require many food companies 

to register with the FDA, pay an annual $500 fee, and give the FDA access to their records during routine 

inspections.” The Senate, meanwhile, “isn’t expected to act on a similar bill until the fall, after it finishes 

work on healthcare legislation.” 

NYTimes endorses bill. In an editorial, the New York Times urges the House to approve the Food 

Safety Enhancement Act, even if “the bill does not solve all of the problems of food safety, of course. 

There will still be a patchwork of federal inspection programs done by a variety of different agencies. In 

the future, one food agency that works for consumers and food producers makes more sense. Right now, 

the FDA has the responsibility for 80 percent of the nation’s food supply, and this bill would give it a lot 

more of the muscle it needs to do that job.” 

Food Safety Bill Defeated in House

Written On July 30, 2009 By Bob Kraft

The AP reports, “The House defeated a far-reaching food safety bill Wednesday after farm-state

lawmakers complained it would be too invasive and others said it was pushed to the floor too quickly.”

The measure “was considered under a suspension of House rules and needed a two-thirds vote for

passage. The 280-150 vote was just a few shy of that threshold.” Majority Democrats “quickly scheduled

another vote on the bill — under normal House rules, in which only a simple majority is needed — for

Thursday.”

The Wall Street Journal notes that “the legislation would allow the FDA to order recalls of tainted foods,

set production standards to prevent contamination and tell companies how to keep records so outbreaks

of food-borne illnesses can be traced more easily. The measure would also require many food companies

to register with the FDA, pay an annual $500 fee, and give the FDA access to their records during routine

inspections.” The Senate, meanwhile, “isn’t expected to act on a similar bill until the fall, after it finishes

work on healthcare legislation.”

NYTimes endorses bill. In an editorial, the New York Times urges the House to approve the Food

Safety Enhancement Act, even if “the bill does not solve all of the problems of food safety, of course.

There will still be a patchwork of federal inspection programs done by a variety of different agencies. In

the future, one food agency that works for consumers and food producers makes more sense. Right now,

the FDA has the responsibility for 80 percent of the nation’s food supply, and this bill would give it a lot

more of the muscle it needs to do that job.”

Kraft & Associates
2777 Stemmons Freeway

Suite 1300
Dallas, Texas 75207

Toll Free: (800) 989-9999
FAX: (214) 637-2118

E-mail: info@kraftlaw.com

Document hosted at 
http://www.jdsupra.com/post/documentViewer.aspx?fid=eb18e804-9ef3-453b-b11b-c4a0eedee8d4

http://www.pissd.com/author/bob/
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090729/ap_on_go_co/us_congress_food_safety;_ylt=AtPUoZQUOaoksKcDU671Es5p24cA;_ylu=X3oDMTJ1dmJ2bzBrBGFzc2V0A2FwLzIwMDkwNzI5L3VzX2NvbmdyZXNzX2Zvb2Rfc2FmZXR5BHBvcwMxOARzZWMDeW5fcGFnaW5hdGVfc3VtbWFyeV9saXN0BHNsawNmb29kc2FmZXR5Ymk-
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124889785480291165.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/30/opinion/30thu2.html?_r=1&ref=opinion

