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A Closer Look At Mesothelioma Types: Pericardial Mesothelioma
(Part 3 of 3)

(Posted by Tom Lamb at www.AsbestosHUB.com on October 12, 2009; see http://bit.ly/CBY1Y)

Pericardial mesothelioma is very rare. It occurs as a result of extended exposure to
asbestos. This type of mesothelioma is characterized by the growth of cancer cells around
the heart.

The pericardium is a fluid filled sac which surrounds the heart. It serves as protection by
keeping the heart from being irritated by surrounding membranes and by preventing the
heart from overexpansion during increased blood flow.
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Photo courtesy of the National Heart Lung And Blood Institute.

Pericardial mesothelioma is caused by fiber particles which become wedged inside the
pericardial fluid. These stuck fibers create scar tissue which then leads to the formation of
cancerous cells. As a result, the heart beat becomes irregular and the heart inflamed.

Unfortunately, as is the case with all types of mesothelioma, the disease is often
diagnosed in the late stages. This leaves few options for treatment. The treatment options
currently used for pericardial mesothelioma are frequently radiation therapy and
chemotherapy. These types of treatments are quite effective, but with them runs a risk of
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damaging healthy cells while ridding the body of the unhealthy cells. Surgery is also
sometimes used to remove cancer cells.

A great resource on pericardial mesothelioma can be found at PericardialMesothelioma.org.

For more information, visit AsbestosL egalWatch.com.

Attorney Tom Lamb represents people in personal injury and wrongful death cases
involving mesothelioma or other asbestos cancers. The above article was posted originally on his
blog, Asbestos HUB — with active links and readers’ comments.
http://AsbestosHUB.com
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