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United States Court of Appeals
for the Tenth Circuit
Byron White United States Courthouse
1823 Stout Street
Denver, Colorado 80257
(303) 844-2067

May 5, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:

David Tighe, Circuit Executive
303-844-2067

Tenth Circuit Judge Michael McConnell Stepping Down From Bench

DENVER — The United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit
regretfully announced that Circuit Judge Michael W. McConnell, 53, of Salt Lake
City, Utah, has submitted his resignation from the bench, effective August 31,
2009. At that time, he will accept a position as Richard and Frances Mallery
Professor of Law and Director of the Constitutional Law Center at Stanford Law
School in Palo Alto, California.

Judge McConnell was appointed to the Tenth Circuit in 2002 by President
George W. Bush. Prior to his appointment to the court, he served as Presidential
Professor of Law at the S.J. Quinney College of Law of the University of Utah,
and prior to that as the William B. Graham Professor of Law at the University of
Chicago. At both institutions he specialized in constitutional law. He also
practiced law as an appellate litigator, arguing eleven cases in the United States
Supreme Court and numerous cases in other courts.
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Judge McConnell commented: “The opportunity to serve on the Tenth
Circuit has been a great privilege and one of the most rewarding experiences of
my life. I will especially miss working with my colleagues on the court, whose
friendship, collegiality, and commitment to upholding law and justice are a model
and an inspiration. But my first love remains in teaching and scholarship.
Especially at this time of grave international and domestic challenges and
transformation, I want to contribute more openly to debate, scholarly analysis,
and public understanding of the governing principles of the American Republic.”

As Director of the Stanford Constitutional Law Center, Judge McConnell
will help to shape the course of national discussions on such issues as executive
power, the role of religion and religious freedom, international law and national
sovereignty, federalism, and the role of government in a market economy. He
will also bring his judicial experience to bear on questions of constitutional law
and the role of the courts in our governmental structure.

His replacement will be named by President Obama, subject to the advice
and consent of the Senate. Judge McConnell will remain on the court long
enough to complete work on cases he has already heard.
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Chief Judge Robert Henry stated: “Judge Michael McConnell is a fine
friend and distinguished colleague. Our Circuit and the federal judiciary are
losing a remarkable jurist. We will miss his scholarship, intellect, concern for
fairness and justice, and collegial nature. I am certain his important judicial
contributions to our nation’s jurisprudence, made while on this court, will
continue to be made, a bit differently perhaps, in his prestigious position at
Stanford.”
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MICHAEL W. McCONNELL
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT
{25 SOUTH STATE STREET, ROOM 5402
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84138

May 5, 2009

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Please accept this letter as my resignation from the United States Court of
Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, effective August 31, 2009. At that time, I will accept a
position as Richard and Frances Mallery Professor of Law and Director of the
Constitutional Law Center at Stanford Law School.

The opportunity to sit on the Tenth Circuit has been a singular privilege. In my
almost seven years on the court, I have done my best to serve the public, advance the
cause of justice, and preserve this Nation’s great traditions of law and liberty. But as
you may remember from our prior association, my first love is teaching and
scholarship. The opportunity to return to that life, and to help to shape national
discussions of constitutionalism as Director of the Stanford Constitutional Law Center,
have led me to make this difficult decision.

Please know that you are in my prayers for the awesome responsibility to which
you have been called.

Very truly yours,

L.

Michael W. McConnell
Circuit Judge

cc: Chief Justice John Roberts |
Chief Judge Robert Henry and all Tenth Circuit Judges

Phone: (801) 524-5145 Fax: (801) 524-5139 Email: Judge Michael_McConnell@cal0.uscourts.gov
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