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EPA Delays Greenhouse Gas Reporting to Summer 2011

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced today that it is extending the deadline for
reporting greenhouse gas emissions from March 31, 2011, to "later this summer.” According to
the agency's press release, "This extension will allow EPA to further test the system that facilities
will use to submit data and give industry the opportunity to test the tool, provide feedback, and
have sufficient time to become familiar with the tool prior to reporting." Details will be
announced later this month.

The extension is good news for the roughly 10,000 facilities affected by the GHG Reporting
Rule. As Reuters reported, both the National Petrochemical and Refiners Association and the
American Chemistry Council applauded the decision.

The delay should have little, if any, impact on state GHG reporting rules. For example,
California has required facilities in that state to report since 2009; while Massachusetts

and Oregon started requiring reports last year. By contrast, the state of Washington rules (PDF)
do not require the first reports until March 31, 2013, for 2012 emissions.

But the bigger question remains, what will Congress do? If efforts are successful to delay or
prevent EPA implementation of its various GHG rules, including the reporting rule, the current
extension could become indefinite.
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http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/3AD763D974685E5185257846005E0F1C
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/03/01/us-epa-emissions-reporting-idUSTRE7206R320110301?feedType=RSS&feedName=GCA-GreenBusiness&WT.tsrc=Social%20Media&WT.z_smid=twtr-ReutersGreenBiz&WT.z_smid_dest=Twitter
http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/reporting/ghg-rep/ghg-rep.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/service/regulations/771fnl.doc
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/rules/OARs_300/OAR_340/340_215.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-rules/wac173441/x1008a.pdf
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