
How Does Nursing Home Abuse Happen 

Nursing home abuse can actually be very difficult to detect. In some cases, nursing home mistreatment 

takes very subtle forms. In fact, the abusers may not be striking or sexually abusing the patient at all. 

What they may be doing is simply neglecting them and failing to deliver the level of care that the patient 

and their family are paying for. Not only is this a breach of duty on the part of the nursing home staff, 

it's also potentially deadly. 

Ignoring Needs 

Some of the people in nursing homes are really in no position to stand up for themselves any longer. 

Many of them are very ill and require care almost around the clock. Because of this, they sometimes end 

up being ignored by staff members who are not committed to offering any real professional level of 

care. In such cases, they may end up coming down with infections or suffering other maladies that are 

the direct result of being ignored altogether. 

Missed Medications 

Some people in nursing homes are alert and mobile enough to go up to the nurse's window or interact 

with the staff enough to bring it up if they happen to miss a dose of a needed medication. 

Unfortunately, some of the people in nursing homes have very compromised memories and may never 

notice if they stopped taking a certain medication that they need. This can ascend to the level of abuse 

when it starts to have a negative impact on the person's life. Some medications are life-saving and need 

to be used on a regular basis. A wrongful death may end up occurring if somebody is not given the 

proper medication on the proper schedule at the nursing home. 

Stealing 

Because people in nursing homes sometimes suffer from dementia and other conditions that cause 

delusions, particularly delusions of persecution, claims that they are being stolen from or otherwise 

abused may go ignored. This is one of the most dangerous scenarios for people in nursing homes. When 

they are no longer being taken seriously, it's much easier for people to abuse them. 

If you need help with a case of nursing home abuse, contact a nursing home neglect attorney. They will 

be able to review the circumstances with you and see if you should consider filing a lawsuit to get 

compensation for the pain and suffering and financial damages that your loved one and your family has 

been put through. 

 


